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| Full 4 Final ANSWER 
TO A | 
TRIFFLING REPLY made unto a Paper, 
. ENTITULED 
PLAINDEALING 
WITH THE 


 PRESBYTERIANS 


WHEREIN THE 


AGAINST 


All that is ſaid in the Gentleman's Letter to 4 Member 
of Parhament, and. V, zn thereof. 
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Ina Letter to a Friend. 
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Reaſonableneſs and neceſſi 9 of a Toleration i maintained, 
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Thee in Judgement. Thou ſhalt Condemn. 
and their Righteouſneſs is of ME. ſaith the LORD, 


2. Timothy 3. 13. 
But Evil Men and Seducers ſhall wax wor ie and worſe; deceiving, and being deceived. 


Joann Calvin. Comment, in Epiſt. Paul. ad Tizum, ad verſum DEE Cipitis primi. 


aliqui autoritate et cenſilio træeſſet; nibil tamen hoc ad tyrannicu 


Lege er im _—_ fuit Apaſtoloram rat io. 


mere m, qui in papatu regnat. 


Printed i in me War 1703, and are to Sold by Mr, Henry tos) 
9 HB occkleller in Edinough, 
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No weapon, that is. formed againſt thee, ſhall oper; and every Tongue, that ſhall riſe up 1 : 
Thy is the Heritage, of the Servants of the LOAD 


* 
Diſcimus quidem ex hoe loco, non eam fuiſte tunc æqualita tem inter Eccleſis Miriſtros, quin wnus | 
| et profan um Collationum | 
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Sir, 52 . 
nic; T ow”, 2 


vou may Remember, that in a Paper Entituled Plain Dealing, bt 
: 1] gave a Formal and Direct Anſwer to edery Paragraph in the 


Gentleman's Letter, concerning a Toleration, being mov<d thereun- 


Ls 
* 
* 


to by your Commands, and our common Concern, rather than 


by any great Opinion I had of his Performance. Agreeably to the Vile of 
my Anſwer, I dealt both plainly and fairly with him, following him punctu- 
ally Word for Word thorow out the whole Letter, neither miſrepreſenti 


the Senſe of his Words, nor pi opoſing his Arguments with Diſadvantage, | 


nor paſſing over any one Argument without Anſwering it, except his Ca- 
lumnies and Tmpertinences, He that keeps cloſs to his Adverſary, declines 
no Difficulty, uſes no Reproachful Language, or diſingenuous Dealing, hath 
certainly greater Aſſurance of the Truth and Goodnefs of his Cauie, and 
more hopes to prevail, than he that ſtudies for Shifts and Evaſions, leaves 
out and avoids the ſtrongeſt Arguments, and flyes out to Impertinent Ca- 
vils and Perſonal Reflections; which are great Signs that the Man is conſei- 
ous of the Badneſs of his Cauſe, and defpairs of Succeſs by any other 
Means. I expeQted my Adverſary in his Reply, ſhould have obterved the 
lame Meafures with me; but fair and Ingen uous Dealing is not his Way. 
To avoid the Diſreputation of loſing his Ground, he has often overlooked 
my hardeft Arguments, as ſhall be made appear, and hlled his Pages with 
Difingenuous Miſrepreſentatuns, Impertinent Digreſſions, Jllogical Inferences, 
Nauſeous Repetitions, confident Aſſertions, Impudent Denyals, Ridiculous and 
falſe Stories, Rude and Unbecoming Reproaches, Malicious Calumnzes and bitter 
Invectives; Treating me all along in b 


Silly Creature, {carce Maſter of Common Senſe, ſpeaking often againſt my 
own Deſign and Intereſt. F 


This Vindicator ſeems to have imitated the Poet Martial, who, rather 


than his Book ſhould periſh, by Realon of its {mall Bulk, reſolved to fill 


up as many Pages, as Homer ceked Veries, with that Catholick 
Patch, 5 I v1 4 4ropuCturres 


Ergo ne pereat brevibus mihi Chart a Libellis, 
D:icatur pot ius le rng ute. 


Juſt ſo, he kas choſen to make up his Reply of vain Tautologies and other 


fullom Stuff, rather than that it ſhould not appear bulkſome, in the Eyes of 


the weak and Credulous among his Adherents, who are accuſtomed to judge 
of this, or any other Diſcourſe about Matters of Religion, more by the 


Quanticy add Length, than the JOEY and Strengch of what is laid or writ- 
| * & Rats & | þ WT | N 5 0 * den 


— 


is Scurrilous Reply, as if I were ſome 
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ten. And tho he gives no Tolerable Reply to any Charge . him 
in the Plain Dear, yet after whiffling and Triffling a while; The vain 


Man Triumphs and cryes Victory, concluding. his, Paragraphs wich tbelſe 
words, Thus the firſt, the ſecond, the third, & c. Argument in the Letter again 
- Teleration, ſtands firm and ſtedfaſt. This is the Burden of the Song, what. 
ever be the Premiſſes; this is the Concluſion to which he is fatally deter. 
mined. Juſt like unto the Fox in the Fable, who learning to ſpell, what, 
ſoever the: Word or Syllables ef it were, yet at joining them together, he 
ſtill pronounced Agnus, i. e. 4 Lamb: Or, as it is ſtoried of the Ol Prief 
at Elgin, who in his Grace after Meac always uſed theſe words, Pro his d. 
vis, qui jam mumpſimus, agimus tibi Gratias, &c, Whereupon a young Friar 
told him, he ſhould abſtain from that Barbarous Word, and ſay, Sumpſimu; 
But the Old Father reply'd in Choler, Let alone, I will not quite my ali 
Mumpſimus for your new Sumpſimus. Juſt ſo, this Man obſtinatly ſticks u 
- the Concluſion, 'No Tolerationz notwithſtanding all the Convincing Arpy. 
__ the cantrary, Which he neither medles with, nor is able to » 
wer. 7 igg4n S 
And nom, that his Reply to the. Plain Dealing, may appear to the Reade 
ſuch, as it is above repreſented, I fhall apply my ſelf to the Examinatin I - 
of his weak, unſatisſying and ſuperficial Anſwers made thereunto; and BY - . 
while, I ſo do, I ſhall offer nothing but what is juſt and true, and wii I PU 
which my own Mind is well ſatisfied. | K fs \ 
The Pamphlet upon which I am now. to write my Animadverſions, i | 
entituled by its. Author, Toleration's Fence Removed; The Thoughts, Qc 
Conſidered and Expoſed: Plain Dealing with the  Prosbyterians, as it is not u 
be found, ſo not to be expected {rom Prelatical Pamphleteers. Fheſe.three ar 
: _ and Sctitched.. together, and it is only the laſt I am concerned u 
Refute.. | 585 8 
begin then at che 14th page, where he makes the firſt Attack on me, 
where I meet with two diſdainfull ſtroaks of his Pen, the one is; Th . 
bad read over the Plain-Dealing, and believes there is not one new Argument 
in it all, yea nothing but what has been anſwered again and again: What doth 
i- Matter what he believes ? will his unbelief make it ſo ? ſure J am, thete Þ 
a e many Men of fully as clear Judgement. as thi Vindicator, who having i 
compared it with the earlier Papers, know and acknowledge there are di 
vers new thoughts and particulars in it, not ſormerly mentioned. by others 
whereof Ple try to make himſelf tenfible before I have done, 
And that theſe things have been anſwered again. and again, if he meat! 
fully and topurpoſe, it is more than I yet know; all that hath. hitherto bec! 
faid, will not ſerve his Tun, they not being ſolid, ſatisfactory, and to tht 
Point; but meer Juggle aud Tergiverfation, a, running away og 
OG | th, 
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tho Argument. and begging the e If theſe things had been wen 


anſwered, | might have received {ome Tolerable Reply, which I migt- 


tily deſidetat. The other is, that he cafſs my Papcr, Old Borrowed thoughts 


in a new Dreſs; This is a Swatch of his Modeſty and Good Manners : And 


what if 1 ſhould tell bim, that he might ſay of his Letter. as the Young | 


Prophet did of the Ax, 2. Kings 6.5. Alas, Maſter, it was borrowed . 
would he think this Reconcileable to the Rules of Civil ty > And yet ſome 
may be apt to 'rhink, when they conſidet his pitiful Dztence of it, that 
eichzr he has been bcholding to ancther, or then it has been his laſt Ef- 
fort of Nirure, on which he has beſtowed all the Ammunition of his 
Wir, and Reaſoning Faculty; and now, being deſti:ute of other Artillery 
throws about him Dirt and Stones. r 
attogate to my ſelf no Mais Performances, I meddle only with what 
is truely ne. If there occur in my Paper many things, that upon the 
Matter have been ſaid befote, it is nothing ſttange, ſince the Subject is 
very common, and now for ſome Moneths hath exerciſed the Pens of 
many Writers, and Truth. is ſtill the ſame, and indiviſible. 
I can proye by more than half a dozen of Witucſtes of Usſtain'd Re- 


putatiop, that theſe Sheets of mine were ready for the Pref s, morc than 
a2 Monech before they were expoſec; and why I did reſpite the, publiſh» 


4 


ing of them, I am not bound to account to Him. „ 1 
As for his Remarks upon the Caſe &c; they are unworthy of the Au- 
thors Regard, or any Man's elſe, the /mpuderce and Igancrance of the Write 


er, is ſuſſieienily expoſed intheDiſcourſe called, ]mparity' among Pollors &c. 
Bot whois it, I pray, Sir, that hath the Knack of Szying and unſaying' | 
of affirming and denying the very ſame thing in a few pages, nay in the 
very next Lines 2 he ſays, ibid.” I bad not l ben at leaſwe to take notice of- 


what was contained: in theſe Papers, he means Remark; and (econd"[etter. 


And in the very next Sentence, he faith, rhat I finding what was contained” 


in them to be too bard for me, fel my Thumb upon if. Aro is à downright: 
Contradiction. I had not been at leaſure to notice theſe things; and yer again, 
LTdid notice aud ſuppreſs them.” And page 16, Line 13. © I cunningly car» 
ricd as if I bad taten no Notice, This Man is noc covfitiin with himlclt, 
conveniet nulle, &c. £97 0 | P 
Again ibid. He beſpattets ma 36 Man of bad Diſpoſition, in.charg! 
ing Presbyterians with Malice, and filling a long Trainot Stories aud miſchie- 


* vous Iwventions to the Membiry of Parliament, and atks, how: (ome 7 to 


tuom this? 1 anſwer perfectly "oy for Our Bleſſed Saviour hattt ia 7 
0 | | their 
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their fraits you ſball know them ; And we have deeply taſted of their wild 
and ſowre Grapes, ſince the ſate Revolution. Are not their own Raxcy. 
.rous and Railing Pamphlets written ſince the downfitting of Parliament, 


ſufficient Informers 2 Doth not his own Letter, which ( he brags page z.) 


was the firff Paper that appeared in the Field againſt Toleration, declare it 
to all that look on it? Let any Man tead but the two laſt Leaves of ir, 


and theo Judge whether more malicious and miſchievous Stories can be 


told againſt us? And *tis well known they went about in Bands from 
Member to Member of that Honourable Houle, preſenting them with 
_Copi:s of ir; And is it credible they would [peak bettet things o. Us in {« 
eret, than they expoſed to the view of theWorld ? Since then he asks me, 
bow come I to-know it? l'le gratify him for ones to tell him, &imſelf 55 one 
of my [nformers, and his Threefold-Cordman is another, And tho in page 
15. Our indicator declines tojuſtify that Man in every thing there, yet 
they are Birds of a Feather, Advocats both for:the-Good Old Caufe, and 
-never 2 Barrel the better Herring. 


His next Velitation, before he come to the point, is page 15. whert 


he denies that tho Presbyterians ſought a Toleration in King James the Þ 
Seventh's Time; But was there no pleading tor Toleration or Indulgence Þ 


io the Reign of Xing Charles the 24,2 will he as peromprorly refuſe the 


400 2 However it was, he acknowledges they accepted Ning James his 
Zoleration, gave thanks for it, Met at Eainburgh, and concerted O et. 


tres to make it practicable. throughout the Country, and, faith he, 
tbey might l reotoned mad Men bad they done otherwiſe; and this is (uffie 
* cisnt for my Purpoſe; ſor, if it was Lawſul for them to sccept it, even 
tho it was a favour defigned for Papiſts, as he owns there, than it wes 
 Lawful alſo for chem to ſeck it, for no good Man ſhould Embrace ot 
ask an unlawiul thing; and by conſequence, it is Lawful for the Pre 


a to Crave, And pious and Charitable for. the Queen and Parliament Þ 


to grant a Zeleration to them at this time. The Argument concludes 


more ſtrongly on our fide than theirs... For he conſeſſeth there that Ir 
Jeration Was favour met ly deſigned for Papi(ts,and ſince indeed it was 1 


ſo, then there was the greater Reaſon to Refuſe it, and neceſſity for 
uniting with their Beethren of the then Eſtabliſhed Church, to oppolt 
the common and known Enemies of our Holy Religion. which 
in the Eyes of the Nation was then in great hazard ;. than to contributt 
to the deſign of introducing Popery by ſuch an acceptation, And it's vc! 
I fine, what be ſaith, the Freedom to Paps made their Preaching 

| ppt: more 
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more neceſſaty : As if, ſorfooth, the Church then bad needed their al” 
ſiſtance that way, or the Presbyterians had then Preached 2gainſt the 

orrours of Rome, or the danger of their ſpreading and prevailing io the 
Land: No; not one word about this, they were Wiler than to offend. 
their Friends, by whoſe help they hoped to pull down the Epiſcopal 
Church; for they can join with them for ſuch an end, tho not in their- 
Idolatties. &c. | | Ins 
In the next place, IId. This Vindirator grows a little nimble, and 
labouts to turn my Cannon 8gainſt my ſelf, but he is not yet Maſter of 
my Artillery. I affirmed ( in Plain-Dealing, page 3.ncar the end, and 
page 4.) That to ſeparate from a duly conſtitute Church ( as theirs 
never was,) Govern'd by Lawſul Canonical Biſhops and Presbyters, 
and where nothing unlawful is required as a Condition of Communion 
wich it, is to be guilty of Schiſm ; But ſuch was our Epiſcopal Church, 4h 
from which the Presbyterians Fact iouſly and Furiouſly ſeparated : 43 
| Therefore the Presbyterians, in feparating from our Church, were Schiſe RY 
maticks, My Reaſonings there ate not put into the Form of a Syllo- 
giſm, (as this Academick Author doch his) but they amount to fully 
as much as in the Order they now are. 7 $ | 
The Vindicator agrees here to my Major Propeftion, as beinga true 
definition of Schiſm. As for the Miner. I proved it to a Demonſtrarion 
in the fore-cltcd pages of Plain Dealing; as to both irs Parts; That 
they ſeparated cannot denyed; That our Church was duly conſticute, 
and required no;h.ng unlawful as a Condition of Communion wich it, 
is equally true with the ſormer, for our Author in this Letter page 3. 
Acknowledges, That their Dofrino, Worſhip, Sacraments, and Church 
Cenſures are the ſame, that were profeſſed and performed under the late Pres 
lacy: So nothing finful with us as to theſe. The only exception then 
of the Presbyterians againſt Communion with our Church, muſt have 
been its Government by Biſhops, Now | proved that pretence could not 
juſiifie their Separation, unleſs they could demonſtrate the unlawiulncſs 
of Epiſcopaey. Which is impoſlible to be dons, and few or none in their Ef 
Right Wits will affert it: Biſhops have always been in theChurch of Chriſt, 
2nd the want of them much Lamented by the Reformed Churches Abroad, 72 
add therefore tho Concluſion ſtands firm and ſtable; That the Piesby . 
ter ians by dividing tom our Epiſcopat Church in the late Reigns wece 
ic Schiſmaticks, and continus ſuch; for they have not changed their Mos 1 
ug del of Government, their Principles and Fotm of Worſhip, unlels it be . 
on to the worſe. * "i By - BR 


| | „ . 
By this Argument in the Plain Dealing he Perceived himſelf hald 
| pref5ed: And therefore paſſeth it ovet in ſilence 2 what a Benefite it js 
for a Man to be ſoWiſc,as not to medle with that which is too bard for 
him, and to forget what he hath no mind to Remembet l Therefore in 
ſt:ad of anſwering it, like a ſnaking Sophiſt he invents it to ſeive | as 
he thinks) his Qwn turn and ſubſtitutes in the ror, the preſent 
Presbyterian Church in Srotlaud as being duely conſtitute and requir, 
ing nothing unſawful, as a coadition of Communion with it, and there, 
fore; ſaith he, thoſe that ſeparate ſrom Her are guilty ol 'Schi/m; To 

this | anſwer bis Minor. Propr/ition is ſalſa in both patts of it, aud his 
proofs neithet folid nor ſatisfieing, as | hops will by and by appexr; 
And firſt, it is not folely and męeriy tha want of Prelates (tho that 
bs alſo a weighty prejudice againſt Communion. wich them; ſince they 
can de hid) that makes their Conſtitution and Communion? unlawful, 
dut alſo their Schiſm from the Epiſcopal. Church ;- Fhey: were Schiſmay 
ticks before the late Revolution as I have proved, and their pre val. 
ing now over the then e$abliſhed Church altereth not the Caſe ; not 
mo keth their Schiſm ceaſe to ba Schiſm, for no external advantages what. 
faver can change the Nature of things; And it has always been the“ 
ſenſe of ths Catholick Church, that Communi en is not to be held with þ 
Schiſmaticks continying in their Schiſm; They muſt then purge them 
ſelves of Schiſm which they can do moſt efſectually by Reunion wich their Þ 
Brethren, and tetu:ging to the Church, from which. they cauſeleſly with Þ 
drew. Nr xt, The want ofPrelates to ordain & govern, is no {mall hinder- 
ance to the dye Conſtitution of their Church : Nor doth the patalel 
from the Reformed Churches. abroad to our Presbyterians at home hold, not 
yet help the Matter, thete being 4 vaſt Diſparity betwixt the two, in 
theſe three ReſpeAs; x. Becauſe the Reformed Chutebes had great Reaſon 


do ſeparate from and withdeaw their Submiſſien to their Biſhops, woe 
would not depart from. the Communion ol the Church of Rome, nor yeild 


to the caſting of her heavy, Yoke of deſteuctive Errours, under which 
the Goſpel Trurhs lay in a mannzr buried. 2. Becaule they ſadly lamented Þ 
the want of Biſhops, and heartily wiſhed.they could be reſtored. 3. Be Þ 
cauſe they never tej: cted or condemned that Order of Prelats, requiring 
it as a Condition of their Communion never to ſubmit to them; But 
contrariwife, approv;d it in the Churches that had the Happineſs to en- 
zy Biſhops. For thele threy particulars you have the. Teſtimonies of 
three Eminent Reformers, Galvin d necefſ. Eccleſ, Reform, oe" 

Hiſt 
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bift, Confeſs. Auguſt. both already K* in the Plain Dealing. And they 
Beza himſelf, Who ſpeaking of the Church of Exglaud, was ſo far from 
| believing that Men may or ought to ſeparat from it upon the Account of 
Prelacy, that he prays earneſtly ro GOD, That She may always remain in 
that happy Estate in which She hath Been put aud Preſerved, by the Blood, by 
the Purity of the Faith, and by the wiſe Condud of her Excellent Biſhrps, 
Beza contra Sorrav, ad cap. 8. art. 3. pag. 270. Edit. Francof. anno 1601. 
| Beſides theſe, you have of late the Teſtimonies of three Eminent Pro- 
teſtant Divines Abroad, Monſfeur le Moyne Profeilor of Divinity at Leydew, 
Movfieur de I Angle, one of the Preachers of the Reformed Church Meer 
ing at Charevtrn, near Paris; and the famous Monfieur Claud in their 
Letters to my Lord Biſhop of London, annexed to Dr. Stillingfleets Un- 
| reaſonableneſs of Separation from the Communion of the Church of England, 
wherein with great force of Argument they condemn the Diſlenters from Le 
that Church, and draw a patalel betwixt them and the Schrſmaticks in the 8 5 
Primitive Church, declaring, that their Opinion in that Matter is the = 
* ſame that is holden by their Churches Abroad, and wiſhes that all 
* Miſtaken Chriſtians in the World would receive their Reformatian, &c, __ 
> Naw thele things being conſidered, can any Man ſay, that our Preſ- 
* Gyterians are in the ſame caſe with the Reformed Churches Abroad, and 
dat their Communion is as ſafe and unexceptionable? I ſay our Pref 
E spterians, who condemn a inequality among Miniſters and Office Bears 
g ers in the Church: who in the Year't 638, in the Genera! Aſſembly at 
Glaſgow, not only Depoſed the 14 Biſhops and Excommunicatea 8 of 
them, tho many ſiting there had {worn Canonical Obedience to them 
but alſo abjured Epiſcopacy it ſelf: and Dr. Balcanque! obſerves, that 1 5 
at the firſt Reading of the Act and calling the Rolli in ord at to Voteing. 
M.. Robert Baillies Suffrage was Removed but not Aljired, und therefore 
t the ſecond Reading and Vcteing his Name was paſſed over, without 
king his Vote. ThisGent'eman was the only Perſon ( ſaith the Dt.) 
that went contraty to theit infallible Leader in the Roli. wiz. Mr. Alex- 
Rader Hume Miniſter at Polwart, whom they all followed unanimouſly 
in Voting, as if he bad been guided by an unecring Spirit; and who, 
. aſter the Re-eſlabliſhment of Epiſcepacy in the Year 1662, did ſeditiouſly 
ſeparate from out Church, tô Which in Duty they ought to have lized. 
inſepacably United, there being nothing profeſs'd or performed in it 
contrary to the word of GOD. And Fioally, who in the Tears 1688, 
1689, Rabled and thruſt the 8 Miniſters out of their — 
| an 
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|  Pnceaſonableto think, or 2(ſ:rt it. 


| | © 25 "Cw I 
and procured in end the B ſhops to be Removed: And now for theſe. (4. 
veral years, require it as a Condition of Miniſterial Communion, That we 
declare our grief and ſorrem for having ſer ved under Prelacy, and promiſe 
acver again to comply with it, tha it were Re-eſtabliſhed. Can Men 


ol ſuch Sentiments and Ptacticos be c<qual'd co thoſe of the Reformed 
' Churches abroad, who differ from them in all theſe things 2 lurcly dis 


In the third place, 1anſwer to his forefaid ine, that they impoſg 
uolawful Terms of Communion; And therefore we, cangar in Conlſcis es 
Joyn with them, This | p 'in the plain dealing, &c. And redured theſe 
Terms to three Heads, to wit, their Government, Dotrive, ard Worſhip, (ca Þ 
pP:ig's. 4-5 67.8, To the firſt two he gives no anſwer at all. only mak 
a bare & maimed mention of them. & ſo lets them go, page 16. Where 


I inſiſted their at length, upon their ſinſul requiring our Abrenunctation of ©} | 


Epiſeopacy, and acknowledgement _ of Presbytry, as the true and only 
Government of the Church of Chrif, which from the lezxnid Eookerl Þ 
proved to be but anew Model d:viſed by Calvinzw ho himſelf never in Þ 
rectained ſuch high thoughts of 'Presby!2y, as ( for its ſake ) to exclude Þ 
Epiſcopacy out of the Church of God. fot which I produced a pregnant Tel.. 


timday out of his Treatiſe of the neceſſity of the Reformation. I infilted | © 


likewiſe on their impoſing upon our Conſciences by r:quiting our Sub 4 
ſeribt ions to all the propoſitions in the Weſtminſter Confeſſion ; which. being Þ 
compil d by Mes. and containing in it many contraverted NoRt: ines, ca 


. 


bot bo ſuppoſed to be of infallible verity; and therefore not impoſed ns 


out Faith, which that Subſgription muſt impore.* All theſe things he pi. 
*{eth over in Silence; And is that to anſwer my Arguments Ts. it not 
rather to ſham the World, andto impoſe upon his Btini:led followers, 
that a full ſufficient anſwer is made, while he doth nothing elſe but 
multiply words without knowledge, fill up page. after page wirh Miſte Þ 
"preſentations, Falſhoods, Childiſh ſtories, Sc, Theſe and the like. a 
the Arts by which cho Presbyterian Cauſe is maintained; but yer ſuch. 1 
| ſhould be abhorred by a ſincere Lover of Truth, © What Doth he pre 


tend to anſwer,and yet paſs by fome of the plaineſt and ſtrongeſt Argu- If i 


ments, as if they had never been brought? and never. take notice of thi Þ 
an tation out of Calvin, the founder of Presbytry. Which is ſo material i 
. Teſtimony ud ſo deſtructive to all he ſaith againſt Prelacy > What could 
\ hay. been mote materia} to his purpoſe then to confute this, if it could 
| bayebecn done? And ſince ha has hot attempted the d oing it 1 take! 


* onihc(e three, private Raptiſm. private Communion and the Crmmemoratis 


to be rhe yielding vp two main points at once, 


44 ꝙ 
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Vindicators logenuiry ! £2 at's £1 | 

About the end of the 16 page, and pages 17. 18. 19, 20 He begins 
to anſ wer my Charge of tha norable defects in rho Presbytetian Worſhip» 
and with a goodly confidenee affirms : Tlas mony of theſe particulars were 
exe lade d by the univerſal prailice of preiatical Miniſters, and condeſcendg 


" on, at ſet times, of the great Myſteries of our Redemption, whereof he ſayes 


e 


none were obſerve n the time of Epilcopacy, ſave that of the Nativity 
of our Lord called Chr ftmaſs day, in ſome  parttewlar places, and ander the 
Prelats Nole But cid our Church ever make Acts againſt theſe > Can 
he or any Man+iftiut, That Prelatical Mimſters retuled private Bap- 


tiſm or Communion in caſe of 'necefiity- and danger of Death: | know 
they have been adminiſtrat-in- private,” as occaſion required. and | my ſelf 


bave adminiftrcd both iheſs Sacraments in private,” when de ſited. How 
then can he ſay they were excluded by out practice >. What evidence 


©? doth be bring for this? O yes! an irrefragable evidence, p. 17, be does 

not ic member, he never heord tell it was {of And who ſhould with- 
| * Rand ſuch convincing proofs 2 As for the Commemeration of our Lords 

Nativity, Circumciſſon: Poſfſion, &c, We obſerved theſe at the fer times 
according to the practice of the Carholrck Church, and preached on Texts 
ſuitablo to the ſolemnity, Yerbum Diei in Die ſuo u hich proves « 
not ſorgotten, much leſs excluded by our Church, 


hey were 


But on the other hand, I wonder how he adventures to 2ffi m. p 16. 


| That all the particulars enumeratod in the Plain Dealing. are not excluded 
8 by the praflice of the Presbyterians, except a very few: Vie try to make it 
good, that they ate all excluded. Ot private Communion to dying Per- 
@ (ons that earneſtly deſire it, and Ob/ervation of ſet times for Commemo- 
«5 rating the great Myſteries of our Redemption, | (ce there is no diſpute. 
$ 1 find they are among his cxceptions, and he contends nos for thera, 
The fiſt then at which he begins is private Baptiſm, p. 17. utich (ha 
# faith ) they refuſe not toweak dying Infants that cannot be brought to Church. 
ln be fo, that they are indeed come this lepgth, | heartily Rejoice ard 
4 Bleſs GOD for it, but 1 mightily doubt it, and (ure | am it was refuſed 
ſome time ago, and many Infants dyed without Baptiſm through their 


Refuſal ; ſome in the Church ir felf, ſome in the way going thither, and 


be giyen,  But'1 would ask, if all the Presbyterian Miniſters do Admi- 
2 8 niltet 


and well faic for once the 


{ome at home, both in City and Country: whereof many inſtances can 


Acker this Sacrament on ſuch Occaſions. every where throughout the 
| Kingdom 2 I ſuppoſe this Vindicator cannot make this good, and *twill 
be found that tis only done in ſome particular places, where Epiſcopal 
Miniſters may be had, and where tha Refuſal is moſt Noticed, and gives 
the greateſt Scandal. I would ask next, do any of theſe Brethren now 
Adminiſter it out of a principle, that Bapriſmis a' neceſſary inſtituted 
Means of Salvation, without which Infants do not obtain Remiſſion of 
Sin, SanQification of their Nature, and ſo no Salvation, in the O:dind« 
ry way preſcribed in the Holy Goſpel > or do they it out of any other 
motive? ſure their current Dodlrine is, that Baptiſm is not neceſſary to Sal- 
vation. And sgree ably to this, their Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 28 ſaith, 
That Grace and Salvation are not ſo ixſeparably annexed to it, as that no per. 
fon can be Regenerated or ſaved without it. And ſome of their Followers, 
in my own hearing. applyed that of Se. Paal to the Galatians Cap. 5. 6, 
In Jeſus Chriſt, ut it her Circamcifion availeth any thing, nor Uncircumciſim, 
Sc. unto Baptiſm ; inſinuating plainly it was not neceflary ; and probab-· 
ly ahzy were ſo taught too. Now if this be the Principle of our Presby . 
terians, as certainly it is, then it is certainly falſe, that none of them | 
teſuſe Baptiſm to weak dying Infants in p:ivate Houſes, in every part of | 
the Kingdom, where they are required. And I have this good Reaſon | 
for my Aſſz:rion ; Becauſe it is ſtill ſuppoſed, that every good and wiſe | 
| * Man, will O-der and Govern his Actions according to his Sentiments. 
In conficmation of all this, I add theſe to Conſiderations ; The one is, 
That the Deceaſt Mr. Joby Hamilton, who was one of the few that toe k 
the Freedom to Baptize in Private, was Nick named by his Party, 
John the Baptiſt, for his ſo doing; the other is, The Act of their Gene- 

ral · Aſl:mbiy at Edinburgh 31. October, 1690. ante Meridiem. 


a.” 
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ACT Anent the Adminiſtration of the SACRAMENTS, | 
| Eadem Seſſione. | $5: 


WE General Aſſembly conſidering That the twoSacraments that CHRIST Þ 
bath appointed under the New Teſtament, . viz. Baptiſm, and the 

| EORD's Sunper are his Solemn Ordinances, and Seals of the. Cover 
want of Grace, ( which is held furth in Preaching of the Goſpel, And that in 
the wſe of them, the Parties receiving them are ſolemnly devated and engaged 
| | : 55 to 


Cone — 


£ 7 


1 4a: ; | 7 

u 60, before: Angels.and Mev, and ate folemnly received as Members of 15 
the Church, and do entertain Communion with Her : And by the Authority of Wi 
this Church, in her former Aſemöͤliet, the private uſe of them bath been con- 1 12 
demned : As alſo, that by allowing the private uſe of the ſame, in pretended 1 
Cafes uf,neceſſit Y, the $uperſiitions:\Opinzon is 'nourifhed, that they are nece ſſa- Sy 
ry t9-Satvation, vet only as Conmanded Duties, hut as means without which 1 
Salvation cannot $8 attained, Ibereſose, tbe Afembly bereby Diſcharges the ; 1 
Adminiftr ation of the LORD's Supper; ty ſuch perſons in their Fouſes, and {1 
all other uſe of the ſame, except in the pablick Aſſemblies of the Church. And 
alſo. deth difebarge the 4dminifiration of Baptiſm in private, T hat is, in a- 
| »} place gr at any time, when the Congregation is not orderiy called together, 

towait on the Diſperſing ej the mord. Aud appoints that . this be carefully ob. 
Jſerueid, -when and wherever the LORD giveth: bis People Peate, Liberty and 
Opportunity for tbeir publick. Aſſemùliet. And, erdains this preſent Add to be 
publiſht and intimate in all the Churches. 7 „% i 


2 _..This;purs the Qneſtion beyond all Doubt. and declzres, that he has 

* .a Bow ol Braſs that openly avers,. that Primate. Baptiſm 45 not reſuſed to 

® weak Infants;\ whereas, the Aſlembly, in Imitation oi their worthy Pre- 

deccſſots, diſcharges the Adminiſtration of it, in any place, or at anytime, f 

and that for the weighty and juſtifiable Reaſous mentioned in the Act. 

* How a General.Councel of all the Reformed Churches, could it be obtained, 

| would reliſh ſuch; an Act, tis cafie. to divine. This then is, yeu ſee, 

the Principle ot the Presbytcrians ; for no Men of common Underſtanding 155 

nnd Senſe, would make ſuch an Act againſt their own Minds, and diſs . 

* charge that which they believe to be both Juſt, neceſſary and Pius; -* 

| eſpecially, when they wete under no Force or Violence, but had full 1 

pon er to paſs, or not to paſs it: And as it is theie Frincipie, lo it is 

their Practice too, unleſs: it be in ſome few. places and Inſtances,” where 

they do it but grudgingly and againſt .che Hair. To which | add, That 

ſince both Sacraments in private, are coupled together and diſcharged in 

the ſame Act, it is evidentihey ate as much againſt the one as the other; 

and that they give the. LORD's Supper in private, they neitherdo , nos 

7 ase. And this is a third pattieular excluded out of their way of 

Wo ſhip. i635 124 448- uss "9 e ho 82 
Next, ibid. ( for I muſt fallow his own Order, conſuſed 8s it is) Ha 

. Tayg, s certain, Presbyterians: either (and or kneel in time of Prayer, ond 

| allow that to be a decem Geſture, + A great Favour indeed it u hey do 5 

Mw / 1 Sp 7 dre 40! P - + 
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fo! Yet their-own'4me/iur can tell them, chat Sefio-wou ef de AN 


di. But how proves he this, that Presbyterlaps either Stud or” HMukeh 
fiace they are obſerved to fit on their Breech , both Men and Women 
generally throughout the Kingdom 2» Yea, the Brethren. themſelves toe 
are noticed to doſo: Tf tnis he ttue that he ſaith, Truth ntver looked mor 
like a Lie. The fame is to be ſaid of their hearing Sermon eb be bei, ns 
he affirms; tho in the populous and more Civilized Flacevof tde Nation, 
many be; ſound in their Congregations, who obſerve theſe Reverend 
Geſtures in time of Praying and Preaching ;- yet for the moſt part, they 
ate Petſons of Epiſcopal Principles and Education; and the Presbyrterians 
that do ſo, oe it not to their Principles and Breeding; but either to the 
good Example of the Prelatiſis, ot (as Iſhal): chatirably Judge) to the i 
Grace of GOD, that teſttains them from behaving ſo irteverently in Hig 1 
Sight and Prelence, as the Vulgar ſott among them do; whom, I have 
obſet ved in time of Prayer to give but Half. Cas. and ſcarce the ſame, 0 
the Great and Dreadful Majeſiy of Heaven and Earth. 75 99 ; 
Hz goes on, and faith p. t7. Ideal not fairly in alledging; that byan Þ 
umplicite Faith, we muſt promiſe to conform th Whatſorvet the KK ſhall [© 
altetwards Authorize and ordain ;. And for Confutation of this he.adducty | © 
ss an Argument, that which I have been confuting all along; and tha | 
is the Formula of the Terms required by the Aſſzmbly; of choſe rhar at 
received into Miniſterial Communion, Now ſuppoſing, that the Account BY 
. of the Terms which he gives were full and true, as it is nor,” yet ho? 
doch it conſute what | alledged ? are not theſe very words (wiz Ad 
. « their Majeſties with Advice and Conſent foreſaid, Statute and Or dain, Thit Þ 
. Uniformity of Worſhip, and of the Adminiſtration of all publick Ordinance: Þ 
within this Church be obſerved by all the faids Miniſters and Preachers, u 
the ſamen are at preſent performed, and allowed therein, or ſhall be hereafier 
declared by the Authority. of-the ſame, and that ue Miaiſter or Pieacher It 
admitted or continued for hereafter, unleſs that be. Subſcribe to obſerve; a 
ds actually obſerve the foreſaid Unifermity.) contained in tha Act made 
in behalf of the Kk, AR 23. Parliament Fave TAN. 1693, And wo 
knows what they may hereafter declare by- their Authority, when hf. 
- have opportunity. and Power? / adfuerint-vires; ' according to the Lan 
guage of Lex Rex, and Jus Populi, &c. But that thig Account is not full Þ 
| and true is manifeſt ; Becaute the Expreſs Abrenurciation" of Epifcopil 
© 1.1 Principles is altogether-Jeft out and that they requite this is ſo notouilj 
| |. known,.thatiit cannot be-denyed by themſelves: And-igacknowledged 
* \aiby this Pindicator in his doſtſeript to his Letter, Hel 
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de n 

'" "Here 10 t6 is Unifornily we wei 1 
is to be marked. -that he skips over the ſaying the LORD“ Prayer; the 
' rehear(ing the Cteed in Baptiſm, Kneeling at Receiving the Hy Communi- 
on; Whereas that irreverent, ſaucy cuſtome of fitting was firſt Introduce 
ed by the A7, who 16oking upon Cheiſt no otherwiſe. chen their El- 
der Brother, -thought it not Robbery at all to be equal wirh him, and to 
fir down with him at his en Fable, Now ſeing they © omit theſe, 
ſuch Miniſters as join them muſt forbear them too, ſince t heir oun pract- 
ice is the Standard of Uniformity in Worſhip. © By all which it evident- 
ly appe ats, as [concluded in the Plain Dealing,” that their Termy-of-Mi- 
niſterial Communion are ſinful, and a ne ce ſſity is laid upon us of hold · 

ing a diſtihct Commuaior ftom them 

© How abſurd is it to adduce Sillingfleet, Burnet, Uſher,” &x. as Fa- 


' 4 


trons of the Presbyterian Cauſe, Men who have written in defence of 


Fpiſcopacy, and the validity of its Orders > The moſt ſavourable of the 
2 three might be for receiving Diſſinters into the Communion of theChurch 
3 of England by way of Comprehenſion, but ne vet for ſubjecting that Church 
= unto them; Which is the Cale betwixt us and our Scot iſb Presbyterians. 
hut this, as many others of the like ſtufh, merits no Anfwer, 
T TſhatourPresbyrerian Brethren ſhould caſt out the Reading of the 
Scriptures, from their Publick Aſſemblies, an Ordinance appointed by 
600 forthe Inftrution of his Church, in which the Honour of the 
I Scriptures, and the Salvation of Souls are ſo deeply concerned,” is a very 
fad and wounding Contemplation; and that to give ſome pretext to this 


fome ſmall parcel thereof, with a tedious and long winded Gloſs, which 
Lam afrsid is fometimes like that of Orleance; which, as we commonly 


3 lizing wi the Church of Rome, for as they deny the free Uſe of the 
Scriptures to the People. and hide GOD's Werd in a range Language, 


YZ Whereas ſecing the Holy Scripturesare acknowledged by all the Reform- 
= ed Churches, to be the Inſaltbie'Ruie of our Faith and Manners, plain in 
' al things mecefſary for Salvation, able to make us wiſe thereunto; through 


Comfort : Theretore it is, that they ought to be read over in order-tothe 
People, publickly and ſolemnly, that they may hear GOD Himſelf 
ſpeaking unto them, (-for the. Words are His, tho the Arricu/ation be 


* 


7 * : : | 
Aae gen them in Worſhip; it 


confiderable and willful Omiſſon, they ſhould do no more but only tead 
fay, deſtroyed or obſcured the Text. This looks like a kind of ſymbo · 


ſo our Presbyterian Brethren baniſh it out of their Religious Meetings. 


Faith,” which is in EU CHRIST, and are written for our Learning and 
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ours, and as much cannot be faid of their Hamas Glofts ) and. fa may 
be thorowly acquainted with the whole Body of the Scriptutes, and in 

ſteucted in their Duty, and the Will of GOD revealed in them. This is 

a Means s ppointed by GOD. for attaining the Saving Knowledge of Him- 

felf, and his good Ways, and has always been obſerved, both in the Fey. 

i iſ and Obriſlian Church: Mea the Direclory for; Publick Worſhip, ap- 
proved by the General Aſlembly; and engroſſed with its Acts. preſcrives, 

That erdlinarly one Chapter of each Teſtament be read at every Meeting, and 
|» ſometimes more, when the Chapters be ſhort, or the Coherence of the. Matter 

-irequireth it, and that all the Canonical Boots be read over in Order, begin. 
ung tbe reading the next LORD's Day, where it ended the laſt. 
Vet this new Sett of Men has not only ſwer ved from the Conſtitution 
Of their Predeceſſors in this, as in other poi s, but alſo from. tha Inſti. 
tution and Ordinance of GOP Himſelf. How can they account-for this 
pes, very well. Tis no deſect in their Worſhip, ſaith the Viudicatar, p. 18. 
19. No Benfible Man will. ſay ſo; for they read the Seriptaret, and add ax I. 

ter pretation, according to the Example Nehemiab 8. %% their way is une xce- 

* tionable'; thus far ho. But how much do they tead? Two Chapters, 1 
mote, at every Meeting, and orderly in the Courſe of the Scriptures ! 
No, not one entice Chopter, but a faw Verſes, and that but 0 

in the Forenoon on the LORD's Day. | 
What is this to give Obedience to the Divine Appointment of Read 
ing the Scriptures, ot is it not rather, to neglect that, and to make toon 
ſot their owa Diſcourſes, Lectutes and Sermons? Jnterpreting an apply: 

ing the Scriptures and exhorting the Congregation from tham is no where 
' ealled be Reading: of the Scriptures, Neuher will the Example fcom e, 
5 + bemiah help him. for this was alter the Captivity. the People had been 
Born and Educated in a ſtrange Land, had changed theit Language, 
and did not underſtand, at leaſi Univerſally, the pure Hebrew, in which 
tlie Law was fitſt written, and therefote it was neceſſaty that it ſhould F 
| be Interpreted, Expounded, or Tranſlated to them in the Lengusge 
they then underſtood beſt, and accordingly When Ezra Read the Lav þ 
to the People; a certain number of Prieſts and Levites interpreted thi 
words of ir, ſo its "ſaid: there, they cauſed the People to underſtand ili 
* Law, they cauſed them underſtand the Reading ; But before the Coptivit) 
no ſuch Cuſtom was in uſe. We find no ſuch Interpretation or Paraphralt 
added to the Reading of it in Joſtab's time, 2, Chron, 34. 29430, 200 
downwards. Now we have a plain Aatbentick Tranſlation of the Scripture 
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ina Language Which we underſtand, and ſo no need of 7edious Gloſſes I; 
and Applications at the. ceading of them, they being perſpicuous ang 


plain, and by the Grace of GOD, accompanying his own Ordinarce, ap + 
plying themſelves with Fcrce and Efficacy unto the Hearts ct Devora = 
humble and attentive Heaters, filling their Souls with Holy Ardours 
awakning and Rouſing up their drowfie Spirits into Hzavenly Sallies, 12 

| tively and vigorous Emotions, as many good Men can teſtiſie tom their '1 
own Experience. And that the Scriptures were read without Gloſt, in tha 

Apoſtles time, appears from As 15. 21. and Colefſ! 4 16. Where St. 

Paul faith, When this Epiſtle is read among you, cauſe it to be read alſo in 

the Ci urch of the Laodiceans : and that ye likewiſe read the Fpiſile frem 

Laodicea : here. reading enjoined ; but never a word of adding a 


* 


Gloſs or Comment. 0 | 
It is true we find Comments and Exhortations made to the People in 
publick Aſſemblies upon (ome'part of GODS Word, not only practiſed but 
enjoined. When our Saviour, Luke 4. had read a Portion of Scripture 
"out of 7/aiob 61. 1, 2. he cloſed the Book, and applyed it to the Peo- 
pie in a Diſcouiſe to that purpoſe, And St» Paul chargeth Timothy to 
give attendance 10 Reading, Fxhortatior, and Doctrine, 1. Tim, 4. 13. 
But this doth not prove, that they went inſsparably and indiſpenſibly 
together, as eur Presbytcrians contend, but were indeed diſtin parts of 
the publick Worſhip, * ft | HE. . 
There remains yet a weak and peeviſh Objection againſt our prec. 
ice in this Matter, adduced as a pretence to juſtific this their great 0. 
' miſſion of not Reading, Sc. but which doth rebound with greater force 
"upon himſelf and his Patty, and it is this, it will. be bard to prove ( faith =». 
he) that any Perſon not in orders has Right to read the Scriptures in publick, © 
' or perform any of CHRIST's Ordinancer, which yet our Cbarch allowed: 
Since rHis he affirms, it was incumbent on him to prove it £50, But 
why may not Men, who have given Try?l of their probity, f ravity and 55 
good Behaviour be Authorized by the Church for ſuch an (ſfi e, ad © 
yet not advanced to Holy Orders? And many ſuch Readers under Per- 
lacy, were Deacons, Probationets, ſuch as sttended the Schrols of ihe % 


. 
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| Prophets, I mean Divinity Eeſßons, and intended the Miniſtry, He muſt ©: 

' Know that in the Primitive Church, beſides Biſhops, Presb1ters and Degs +. 
1 cons, there were others that bear Office in the Church, ſuch 38 S4 Dea. 
cons, Readers, Singers, Acolyths, Porters, Sc. Bur every Church wes not 


furniſhed with all theſe Officers, _ they were but of Eccleſlaſlical luſti. 
"30 prog 5 ; 
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tation; ſo that while he condemns our EpilcopalChurch,for- Authorizing 
Readers not in Orders, he withal Condemns the practice of the Primitive 
Church. But I need not go ſo fat back. they can eaſily be confured from their 
own pracice. I ask then, is not finging praiſe to GO D. an eſſential part of 
Pablict Werſhip> Who then gave theic Precentors Right to perform it, they 
not being in Otrdets > Have they it not from the Authority and Allow» 
ance of their Xirk 2 It appears then ſome parts o! the Publick Ordinances, 
even themlelves being Judges, can be petform'd by Perſons that want 
Oraers. But ask again, if no Perſon not in Orders can perform any 

of CHRIST's Publick Ordinances, as this Vindicator afficms, then how can 

he and his Brethren juſtify their practice, in allowing their Novices, Ex: Þ 
pectavts or Probationers (call them how you pleaſe) that ate not in 
Orders, to periorm all the uſual parts of publick Warſhip Praying, Read- 
ing, LeQuring and Preaching in their Congregations? The Btethren do 
not boggle at this, nor have any (cruple of Conſcience about it, but if you Þ 
ſpeak to them. that the Scriptures be read to the People, t ho it be by pꝛrlons 
nor in Orders, Il then they fly in your Face, and tell you. ſuch Men have ] 
Right nor Commiſſion from Chriſt to do ſo. Is not this impudence with 2 
Witaeſs 2 Doth not their foreſaid practice evidently conſute this pretence? f® 
hasa Man not in Orders more Right and Commiſion from Chriſt to Pray, 

* Read, Ledture and Preach in publick, then to Read the word of GOD with: 
out aGleſs ſure, no reaſonable Man will aſſert ir, and from unreslonable I 
and abſutd Men, whom no Topict can conelude,GoodLord deliver us, 2 l. 
Thefſ. 3. 2. It is not then, not can be matter of Conſcience with the Pre{. 
byterian Brstheten to withſtand the publick Reading of Gods word with- Þ 
out a Gleſs; but the true Reaſon ſeems to be this; they at firſt did raſh- Þ 

ly and finfally lay afide the performance of that Ordinance, as they did 
ſome other parts of Worſhip, the LORD's Prayer, Dexolegy and Creed. 

ro diſtiaguiſh themlelves.from the Epiſcopal Church; And now. it ſtands Þ 
them upon their Reputation not to recall and retrieve theſe Badges of 
Diſcrimination, leaft the Brethren ſhou.d appear to have crred, and with» [3 

all ſhould incur the Cenſures and Clamours ol their People, This point 
ol Reading &c. is fo Material, that | have d welt the longer on it, I could Þ 
have accumulate many more Arguments to this-purpolſe, but [ think, | Þ 
have ſaid enough. 1 LEST 4 | 
* As for the Binding Parents and Children to the Weſlmiuſter Confeſſion, 
. Sc. laying aſide the Creed in Baptiſm, the |aying the LORDS Prayer, he 
makes no R ply, bu' Reters me to what he has laid already ary 
1 | | | | | @advs, 
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heads, and indeed. [commend his Wildom in ſodviog ;; ſot Bis Anſivers 
are ſo fully eonſuted and bafft:d by the Author of the Cafe, Tc. that ii 
was not lot his Honour to produce them in publick again, But that 
they uſe the Ooxolegy to the Bleſſed Trinity in their Worſhip, he brings. 
very fine Evidence: a&b2 bearers ( faith hep, 19 ) 14 bear Retord that © 
| every. Sermon is. coxclhded. with the Doxolagy, awd Maally the Prayers too. 
What a Presbyterian juggle is this? did hever Charge them as Anti- Tri- 
nitarians? Was it not only with the omiſſion of fuging ot fa) ing that Di- 
vine Hy ma inthe forma} and cxpreſs words uſed by the Church, Glory 
to the Father, aud to-the Sou, and tothe Holy Gboſt, as it was in the bigin- 
ing. is now., and ever ſhail be World without end, A men? This he knew 
was. the Queſtion under debate, and it is manifeſt. they neither (ing nor 
ſay it in theſe expieſs words, tho 4rianiſm, and Deiſm, harh again lifted 
ths he d ſo high, as one expteſſeth it. | , 
The Vindicator in the next place, p. 20. ſaith, I Huy believe, yea, and 
its conſillent with my. cert ain Knowledge, that the more ani" moſt knowing and 
Judicious in the Kingdom make no doubt of the validityef Presbyterian Ordi- 
vo ien. This Man, you ſec, has great. Faith, bur fince lie has certain 
® Knowledge of the Matter of Fact, why calls hg in Faith to its aſſiſtanee? 
it is like tis ſor want of a Demonſtration; he hath neither a Phyſical 
nor Moral certainty, about this matter. And no wonder it is ſo, we has 
ving ſo much.Reaſon to doubt, and ſo very little to be ſecuts of the va: 
.lidity of Ordinat ions that ate not Fpiſcepal: and the Reaſons to doubt 
that Preshyterian Ordinatiaus ate valid, ate very material, and fully ſet 
down by the Author of a Brief Examination of ſome things in Mr. Mel- 
drums Sermon, Cc. to which | tefer him. 7.400 : 
tbid He goes quite eff from the Buſineſs, as Men ate glad o do, 
that know they ate not like to btipg it to a good ifſue, and raiſes a ca · 
lumniou Out cry againſt. us, as miſreprefenting*Presbyterian Preachers 
{o, that People have looked upon them to be Monſters, until they fell 
into Company with them, and that it ſome parts of the North, Piela - 
tical Miniſters had given ſuch ſtrange Accounts of them, that the Peopic 
did not believe they were like other Men, no not fo much as in Form 
and Figure. That che Children were taught to hold our the finger and 
ety Cammy, Cammy, to Presbytetian Preathers;and Young and vid would 
ha ve tun to the Doors, when they heard of one of them paſſiag by, ex- 
pecting to ſee ſome ſtrange Sight, Cc. Oa theſe Stories he beſtous near 
8 age. Very likely Stories indeed! Romance and Fiction 3 1 
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bad atmoft bud, thatithe Viudicator who reports ſüch igcrsdible, rift; 


lac had been Re- otdained. | | 
lo this I anſwer, That ſome of thim had formerly been ordained by 
| Biſhops, and thoſe that were not, upon their Submiſſion to the Biſhops, Þþ 
. tcceiving Collation, and taking the Oath of Cansuical Obedience, had full 
Allos ance from their B.ſhops to exerciſe tha power of Presbyters, which 
vas £quivalent to Epiſcopai Ordination in that. Caſe, and. ſo there was no 
N ce ſli y of Re ordaining all, © ME” | 


(2424) 


culous, Childiſh Tattles, as cettsin Truths. as he often doth, and the 
Simple People who have ſuch a ſturdy Faith as to believe them, deſerve 
to have the Bleſſing of Catdinal Carafßfa beſtowed upon them; who (4 
Jacob. Auguſt. Thuar.. ad annum 1556 Edit. Paris 1 Co relates the Sto. 
1y ) entring. Paris. with great Fomp as Eegate from cht Pope, and the People 
from all Quarters flocking to him,. to be bleſi by him, be, lifting up hisEves de. 


vot ly to Heaven, and frequently making the /ign of theCroſs. inſtead of the accu. 


tomed Form of Benediftion. is ſaid to have often muttered theſe words, Quan. 
drquidem Populus iſts vult decipi. decipia ur. Seeing this people will be 


deceived, let them be deceived. But my heart's Deſite and (Prayer to 
GOD is, that they may not be gives up to a Spirit of deluſion, ta believe lit, 


l had ſaid in the Plain Dealing, that Some: Presbyteriavs had been reor.. 
daine by Biſheps after 1662, which was an Argument, they doubted 


the Validity of Presbyterian. Ordination. To this he teplyes, 75 The 
* more. fooliſh were tbe Re-ord.:ined and the Ne. ordainets. And is not chis 2 


a ſolid and ſa:isfatnry Anſwer, think ye? And whereas he ſays, if 
'piſc-pal Ordination had been neceſſa y, then all that complyed with Pre: 


Thus J have cxamined and anſwered all that he brings againſt my Ar 


* -Ruqzents in che Phain Dealing, which I produced;to'prove that We of the 
Epiicopal Perſu aſion cannot join with, the prcſent Pregbyrerians, upon 
the Account of the Sinful Terms of Communion with them, and leave it to 


the Impartial Reader, to judge whether ot not as yet ther ſtand altoge. 


ther unſhaken; and conſcquently; a Tuleration is highly Reaſonable and i 


abſolut: ly neci ſſ ry. U a bet >: c 
I go for ward now to examine his Reply to. my Anſwers made to other 


_ whi{fling Reaſons for no neceſſuy of 2 Zoleration, I: find notbing new, but 
the old Mumpfmus ſtill, Repetitions, Tergivetſations,  Falſehoods, Cc. 


It is u kſome to enter upon his indiſtinct Rhapſodie, but I muſt do it 


to ſilence, and ſtop, if poſſible, the Eternal Clank of his Tongue, and 
| Strokes of his Pen. o UI re | 
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wp 9, | 
© To what is aul ered by me'to his Appeal, ' Plain Dealing d 8 & 9. 
That tbe Matters wherein we differ from the Preibyterians, neither are nor e- 
ver were reckoned indferent by Us, & c. To this he replyes only, that 
this ii not maxifelt; aud ſo fotſooth renews his Appeal, page 21. If it be 
not manifeſt to him, as it is to me, and, I think to all unptejudicat Men, 


then he ſhould have produced inconttoulable Evidences to the contrary, 
which he neither bath done, nor can do : As may appear by my foreſad' 
Anſwers to his Replys concerning the Matters in difference betwixt Us" 


But that theſe Matters re not indifferent, will appear by thiſe ſew 


Queſtions, Is his Beloved Parity among the Minilters of the Clurch, 3 
Matter indifferent, either with Him, or U: > Is the Subſcriving: their new 
Creed; 'the Weſtmiuſter - Confeſſion, as containing nothing but Wholoſome 


and God)y Doctrine, a thing -ndiffetent 2 Is the cxcludipg out of the 


publick Worſhip, the Reading "of the” Holy Ser iptures. even withcur a 

Gloſs, the ſaying of the Lords Prayer, the Singing the Doxology, the 
laying aſide the Creed in Baptiſm, the Refuſing Baptiſm to dying ſnlants 
that cannot be brought! to Church, and the Communion of the Body and 


Blood of CHRIST to adying Chriſtian, that carneſt'y defires ir, ſo deny. 


ing tha Means of G. ace to Men, whom they have miſt need of them 
are all theſe matters Indiflerent !? for ſhame, * Men thould give over 
arguing, or do it to bettet purpoſe. © 

Ilud. To our being caſt cur by inſolent Rables, wickbue g Lepal hears 
ing, and never yet recciving a Redteſs of the wrong. net ſo much as lis 


beriy to enetes Our Miniſtry, which is Lanes N N Hl. Deal. | 


9. 

He Replys, "This If actevinted for ready: Bur | um afraid that all abo 
We to that Barbarous uſage of the Miniſters of Cbrif, have it 
to account lot Vet. I wiſh them hearty Remorſe, for that Sacri- 
kegious guilt, that the fin may never be laid ro their Charge, Aud! 
whatever-forrow or ſhame, upon reflex thoughts, the Actots have conceive 
ed, who were put on by others, and turned'out all without cxception. 
ag they were inſttucted, ſo far as their Power could Reach; ſure l am 
of this, it has been great grief of: Heart- to many in the Land, who were 
bereaved of their-Paſtors, maugte all their prefling inſtances and ſole ma- 
Proteſtations to the contrary, We know well enough where to lay the 
blame ot that Rabling. Their Preachers were not free of it; l could in- 
tance in one of them now dead, who (ent ahput to Epiſcopal Miniſters: 
poremptory Wiiten Summonds of Remayeal by 5 hands of the Ralle. 
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whereof l have one: but l forbear to Name him, ' for | love not to Raks 
amorgl} the Aſhes of the dead. An illegal and vielent driving of Men, 
the #11yfers e Religion, out of Their Rights and Poſſeſſions is not Juſt 
file in any Nation, tis downright Oppreſſion, and an expreſs bicgch 
el our Sawiozrs Golden Rule pf Equity 3 Quod tibi ſieri 0 vis, Cr. 
Aad for this Vindicator to ſay, Ibid, It was not penal to the People that 
dove as away, is upon the Matrer to approve the Fact. which ill become 
a Preacher of Righteouſneſs. And it is as unſuitable for ſuch a Man, th 
call a gtnerally known Matter of Fact, a, noforious falſehoad. Namely, 
that wefiffered upon the account of our Perjwahon. Some Meeting Houſe Mi. ü 
niſterz, by cheit procucement, being Impriſoned or Baniſhed. I had 10. h 
teircd theſe ievere preceedings of the Prevdbyracians againſt us to ano» tt 
ther place, in the Plain-Dealing, p. 14. where near a page is filled up 1. 
; with ioſtances to that purpoſe, and the indicator being Confcidus ta » 
| +Himſcll, That the Matters of Fact were undenyable, and eaſie to be pro- & 
ven, Therefore he paſſeth them all over in ſilence. Whät can be ſaid | 
' of this Man, who Matters not, what he deny or aſfſi me 
Aud. page 9. I aſſirmed that the Grounds: and Reaſons exbibited in 
my Paper, demonſtrated ſufficiently our Scruples, and that a Toleration 
would eale-our Conſciences, and challenged him to pioduce as godd and 
weighty Reaſons for the Presbytetians, ſeparating formerly from out 
Comqunion and Worſhip, and we ſhould readily acquit them tom the 
| guiltof Schiſm, was not this a fait Offer ? Could any thing be mote ma · 
' £ecial for his purpoſe, then to get himſelſ and's Party fred ſrom the ſore · 
laid Charge? Bur finding it impoſſible to be done, he has never at- 
tempted the doing it and ah that he returas me, page 21. is an imper 
tinent Banter, that I bad conſidered, Jut not anſwered: his Aſſertion, Kc: 
Whatſoe yet is pungent he offers not to touch it, more than it were a het 
Coal. Hs affirms in his Letter, pg That all iſe dim of a Toleration 1s to 
furniſh a Maintainance to a-few Epiſcopal" Miuiſters; heteupon I infetred 
Logically and Rationally enough, that by that Expreſſion, he 4acitly at- 
knowledges there arg many in the Kingdom willing to sffoetd us Main- 
tainante, that they may enjoy the Benefite off out Miniſtty. But this; he 
faith, p 21. he will not acknowledge, that there are, many in the Kinge 
dem willing-to affootd it. It is all ons to me, whether hezacknowledgye 
it or not: Its ſufficient for my purpoſe, that it follows natutally and ne- 
de ſlacly tom his own words, if ſo be they contain any Senſe or Reaſon | 
io ihm. Beczuſe, for him to ſay that a Joleration to Epiſcopa] Miniſters 
| ; 1 | r0 


ates haves, Th 


| (+2) Le 8 
t6-Preach, hath only this Aim, to furniſh them Mainrainance; and Yet 
to deny thotehgre ace un people that will affoord it for their Wotks 
lake, ia; if Lunderſtand onghr at all, 40 ſpdak? Contradiction and Not. 
ſenſe. Neither would ſueh a Toleration rob the Poor of the Patiſhoners 
Charity, as ho attedges is done in a certain Shire in Scotland, p. 21. For 
gt preſent the Collections in the Meeting houſes of Elgin, Alves, Daffis 
and new. Aberdeen, go al to the Foot, except what is given to Readers 
and Beddais;' and the like Care would be allo taken, i a General 7 olers 
arion were-oficeigranted;” h 
Ibid. He wietchledly miſropreſents and perverts my Argument, with 
his own. Additions and Alterations : It tuns thus; Vit was not unlamſul 
to contiune am hundred Epiſcopal Miniſters in their Legal Rights, it is far 
Yeſt- fo,:to:Tolerat:their Brethren, who have lived peaceably thefe fourteen 
year}, di veſted ef their Churches and Beneficrs, Now het any Man may 
fee the Conſequence is both Logical and ſtrong, 4 3 
But this Vindicater or Calumniator turns it into this ugly ſhape. p. 22. 
If the State (ſaith he) bath protected theſe in their Churthes, that owned the 
Civil Authority, by the fame Reaſon they are bind to grant a "Toler: 
= tion. Go - thoſe". that "refuſe ro tun the Civil © Autherity, Can 
© thero be more diſhonelt and diſingenuous Dealing? what 
would a Jeſaire do more ? this then is one way to Anſwer my Arguments 
by miſcepteſenting them. But this is not all, he muſt next play the Buf« 
toon, and vent his witleſs Witticiſm too; If be means ( faith he, ſpeak- 
ing of my-foreſsid Argument) that it is far Teſs unlaw{ul to Tolerat thoſe 
$ Prelatical: Miniſters that are peaceable, to live diveſſed of their Churches and 


. Benefices, &c. I am of his mind. Will any Rational Man ſay, that 
:; i theſe words of mine (vi, it is fav leſs ſo, to Telerat their Brethren, who 
t WR Gave lived peaceably theſe fourteen years, diveſted of their Churches and 
70. FR Benchices ) do, or can bear this Senſe or rather Nonſenſe he torces upon 
d em be muſt needs be deeply drenched in malice, who caviis, when 


hs ſenſe is obvious. The Fraternity ſhould adviſe him to leave the prets 
y facetious Attifiees of Wit ro others, they are not for every head, ne 

Jutot ultra crepidam:: ] doubt it is an Eye fore to him en his Party, that 
Ls ate ſuffered to live in the Kingdom, eve without Churches and 
Benefices, Der Deus immiti coruua curta Brvi : The Good God incline the 
Hearts of bur Queew and'Governours to reftrain them, for their Anger is 
berce, unalt heir wrath is cruel; as for the Reproaches he caſts falſly upon 
vr, Ahich hath been the conſtant practice 
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fourteen years by gone, I ſhall only (ay with St. Auguſtine; whoſoever de. 
trafls from our goa Name, adds te our Reward, according to chax of out 
| Bleſſed Saviour, Matth. 5. 1t, 12, Bleſſed are ye wben men \ſhall revile 
you, c. Here again comes in another. groſs miſrepreſentation of my 
Words. la his Letter, page 4, ho had (aig, Their Church was willing to re. 
ceive Us, and the terms were moſt eaſie & c.; Ol their Terms enough hath 
been ſaid, and the Repetition of them is become-naufeous,” As to the 
other their willingneſs to receive us, Lanſwered it was too bare faced for 
him to affirm it : their unjuſt and cruel proceedings, againſt many com- 
plying Miniſters are not yet forgotten, the Proceſſes are ſtill extaht. He 
 Replyes, p.23. By this I bave forfeited the Character of a Plains Dealer, 
T a:k him how ſo? To this he ſays, It is the wery firſt time that ever be 
beard a Proceſs intented againſt any complying and ofſamed Miniſter": aud i 
{ mean ſuch as was Qualified to the State, but were uot aſſumed,> then I a 
raving, fer we, ſaith be, are (peaking of aſſumption into Miniſterial Communi, 1 
oy Now, by the very Thrcesd of the Diſcourſe, Plain Dealiag page 12. 

any Body may ſee l was ſpzaking againſt. their. pretended Willingne/s and 
Readineſs to A ume, and nat of actual Aſumplion, «which my very nent 


words (viz: 4nd how duwor f hily have fame been treated that went overto them) ) 
ds manifeſtly prove? ſo tis himſelf that roves, and not l. | was ſpek 
ing of their Aver ſion to teceive and aſume Prelatical Miniſters, * and i / 
Maltreating ſuch, as having compiyed with the Government, might.pro , £ 
bably have camo in to them at long tun. hid they not been ſo ill uſed; , 4 
But he miſtcp;eſents m2 as ſpeaking of Miniſters altually affured. We. h 
_ ther'this or the late frequent Commiſſions be imgutable to his Underſtand f S 
ing or Will, I lea ve it to the Reader ro juda e in 
bot the unworthy Treatment of Mr. Lyndie and others aſſumed, be 
makes no Deſeuce, and Ipals it tao: Qoly Iwill give you a tematk abe m 
"inſtance of tbeit innate Avei ſion to teccide Epiſcopal Miniſters amonglt W £7 


them, whatever, they c alt ly pretend, and tis this. Mr. John Ainſl:yf 
(ho bad ſerved long in the Miniſtry, firſt at Hophirk, aſter watds 210 
Qxnare, both viog withi; the Presbytty of Fedburgh) 4. grave 471 
good May, ſound gnd powerful in DoArine, and unblameable in Liſe, be love 
Aud well eſteemed by all that knew lim; was about the beginning of the Revo 
 tiva, prevarled.upin by his Friends.to comply and qualify biumſelf. t bey aui 

kim, that upon his Submifhgn to the Goverument of Church) and Stato, tn 
Presbyterians would aſſume him into Miniſterial Communion with then 

Aud in perſwading bim tothis, Bonj:dward who was his Friend; and ut 
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„Heir Riliag Elders was very ative. The poot Gentleman, %% vw 
come by tenor twelve forcible Arguments, I mean fo many ſmall Children, 
and by the fair Promiſes and Aſſurances made to him. yeilded unto the impor? 
tunity of bis Friends. When this is done, Mr, Gabriel Semple told him, te 
behoved to dimit his Miniſtry at Oxnamè, which was a good Living, and 
they would admit bim to any other place. to-which he ſhould get a Call. Mr. 
_ Ainſley: was at ffeſt loath to conſent to this, in regard he had the Love rf bis 
People, a Numerous Family, and that the Renefice was conſiderably great, yet 
| knowing there w1s no conteading withttem, at lengtb be dit at Denho'me 
bafore the Presbytrie. Upon this Aapkitk bring Vacant, a Place of a far 
leſs Stipesd, and lis old Pariſh, the Heritors and Pariſhoners thereof were 
going to give him a Call, which, how ſoon the Presoytrie under ico imme: 
diatly they raiſe a moſt calumnious L bel againſt him, and lead 50 er 69 Wits 
weſſes to prove it, and ſo they fall to work with bim, and toſs him from ane 
= DFPresbyirie gay at this place, to another Presbytrie day at avether place, and fo 
= continued to haraſs the poor Man for the ſpace-of tO er 12 Moneths. At laſt, 
he is brouzht before them at Minto, where they detained him in the Church 
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ard atove 3 hours in a violent cold froſi y dan. whereby he was caſt into a 

"= Sickneſs whereof he dyed, Reproach and bad Uſage having breke his hearts 
13 After bis death, their next Synod meeting at Kelſo. and there being nothing 
i proven of what was lybeled againſt him by any of the Witneſſes; It was mos ' __ 
„/ Mr. Robert Wyllie then at Selkirk; that for the Creait of his Memorie © 


he might be aſyoilzied, and was ſeconded by Mr, Thomas Shields at Tods- 
* haugh, and ſeveral others, and thus it carryed, as may be feen la their 

\ ; Sy nod. Book and Regiſter, This] tbink- is no great proof of their Will ⸗ 
inggneſs to receive any Epiſcopal Miniſter into Communion with them. 


ha i This Vindicator comes next, pags 23. to make a ſeeming Reply to 
ble my Anſwers made to his Arguments for the lnconveniencies- of a. 7olerar 
oft ion. „ 9 . 1 3 1 
* | To the firſt of theſe, Lerter page 4: Tanſwered* at length, Plain Beil. 


jig page 10. That in Reaſon it cannot be pretended ; That a Teleratien 
to Men of known peace able Principles and Deportment, would increaſe 55 
Breaches and Tumultuary Diſocders, Cc. And the Breaches and Diſor- 
ders he means, ate nothing elſe, but the P;*lariſts ſtarting aſide from the 
Presbyterian Przachers, as he plainly tells us in that Paragraph of his 
Letter; And is this any more than the Presbyterians did, deſerting E- 
a piſcopal Miniſters vpon the granting of King James's. Toleration > Now 
to all that is ſaid by me upon this head, he returns, page 23. nothing but 
TT 8 | | G. N Slandercus 
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| Slanderour Accuſations, aud bitter Invectives againſt Us, us being neither 
Mien of Peace nor of Pity, but both unpeaceable and cruel; which ſhaws 
be was all on a fire at the Writing theraof, Sed ron in Commetione Do- 


— 


| minus! GOD is not in the Fire of Men's Rage, nor inthe Storm of 


heit Paſſion but ja the ſoft Gale of Grace, I know the Presbyrerian 


; .  Rabblero cxculpate themſelves, fallly pretend that the. Prelatiſts in 
S Glaſgew were the firſt Aggteſſors, as uſually. they make lies their Refage, 


and Falfhood their hiding place. And now -this Findicator by believing 
and publiſhing it 3s a certain Truth, hath mericed Cardinal Caraffa's Be, 
nedict ion, as allo he doth in many other ſnſtances, whereof another 


, ſohoweth juſt at the heels of the Jaſt ; And it is this, 


P, 24 Some diſaffefied Perſons in Elgin {faith he )-togerber with a Cem 
' pany gathered dut of ſe veral Congregations in the Country on the Lords Day, ins 
 waded one of the Churches in that Town, which they ſtill poſſeſs, nitwith{tand 
ing tbat there are two Miniſters legally. fettled there upon the moſt: unanimous 
Calls. The true Matter of Fact is this, The ſown of Ein having but 
one Church and Proviſion for two Miniſters allennariy, and finding their 
Pariſhoners ſtraitned in Accommodation fo:;.the Publick Worſhip, tho- 
row the Reſidenc: of Eng/ifomen among them, who kept a conſtant Gare 
riſontherc;, Repaited their Cd Quite which was much decayed, adding 
io it a third part more for accommodating the Pet iſhonecs in Town and 
Landwart, and made a Voluntary Contribution for maintaining a third 
Miniſter, during the Ulurpstion. But upon the happy Reftauration of 

King Charles Il. they being willing to be eaſed of their foreſaid burden, 
xcturned all to their 0/4 Church, contenting themielves with two Mini- 


= hers, as formerly, Thus it continued for ſeveral years, until about the 
Fear 1669, That Biſhop M'teazir of Worthy and Pious Memory, let the 
Dieſign on foot again; but the Teinds of the Patoch being exhauſted, the FR 
great Difficulty was, how to ſettle a St. pe and upon a third Miniſter, tor FY 


effecting which. rhe Good Bi/op propoſes « Voluntary Conttibotion and 
eo quicken others, to do it chearfully; ke leads the way himſelf, and of- 


lets 2 conſiderable portion, which he paid yearly out of his own Pocks;; By 
The like in a good meaſure did Mr. James {forn Miniſter there; "ſo ls | 
the Community; and particularly the Town:Trades ſtented themſelves Vo. 
Junta ly in a third ſharg. Upon this F und, Mr. James Hlamilton. is ſoti led 
in that Kirk, called the Little ot Eaſl Kirk, Where he continued 4 or 5 Bf 
oh years; But finding he could not obtain a Legal Eſtabliſhment of that 


ers, he £mbraces 14s 


Fund, many of the Conitibutors being bur Lifetent — 
5 5 . 7 | a o ; | [ 
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fiſt Offer of a Church with a Legal Proviſion, and Renioves thente. 
Since which time to this day, they have wanted a third Miniſter in 
the little Eaſt Church for want of a Stipend to it, tho the Pariſhioners both 

in Town and Landwart be very Numetous; fo that neither is it planted, 
not havs the twenty Meik Men had benefite by the Vacancy, nor haye 
the two Presbyterian Incumbents in Eigis, hor any other Preached in 


it, ohe Lords Day ſince the Revolution: they not being willing to La · 


bour, where they were to receive no wages. Whereupbnthe Pariſbi. 
eners of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſfen, both in Town and Landwart, finding the 


Majeſty's Letter, apply ed to tha Toms - Council of Elz iu, ior the uſe- of it 
for Divine Worſhip; they. only having Right to ditpoſe of it who had 
been at the Charges of Building and Þleniſhing it: And upon their Ap» 


them, allowing them that Church for the foreſaid uſs. Upon which the 


tainance for an Epiſcopal Miniſter, who Oficrats there every Lords Buy. 
det is committed either by theGood Town ot Pariſhioners 7 What Inttuſion 


hath a Legal proviſion? What .[njury is done to that Iribe, unleſs they 
de gtic ved that th: Epiſcopal Party were not put to the Exponce of Build - 
ing a New Meeting Houſe? Theſe orderly People had acceſs to fat 

Church in an orderly way, by allowance and Authority of the Good. 
' Town, who only had Right to diſpoſe of it, and now have Divine Offices 


fince the Removal of Mt. Hamilton. And can any Man ſay, That this is 


tertan incumbents at Elgin, who peaceably enjoy what. they bad before ; 


You ſee this Vindicator is very Tragical upon ſlig he occaſions, and makes 
$ © huge noiſe for a thing of nothing. My An{wer to his ſecond Argue 


ther paſs'd over it without any Reply, chooſing rather to endure the 
preſent matt, than to enen the pain, by firvgling agaeialt it, Pl. Deal, 


aid Eaſt Church empty and unpoſl: ſted, and- being encouraged by Her 


- plication made, 7be Town Council by their Att delivared' up the Aeys £0 
People voluntarly ſtented themſelves and made up a competent Maine - 
4 Now where is there any juſt ground of- Complaint hete? What Diſer- | 


er lavaſion is made upon any Church poſſeſſad by Preibyterians, or that 


performed there, where no Sermon has been theſe twenty eight years, 
as incroaching upon, or invading the Rights aud Properties of the two Presbys . 
And yet this Findicator falſly infinuats it. as if theſe People had violent 
1y turned them out of Poſlefſion and uſurped their Rights and Properties. 


nent of inconveniency has touch'd him ſo ſerfibly, the t he hath altoge - 


To the 3d. Letter, page 5: I an{wered fully Plain Dealing 11. Tha. 


1 3 e „ 
| © -Errours, Mifcarriages, Seandals, Cc. and all kind of Wickedneſs do, 
dy their own Confellion abound in thr Land exceedingly and fo were not 
- »imputable to a Foletation, but rather-to the not allowing it; That ſince 
they got the Helm of Church Governmeatin the t Hands, many Congre. 
gations have for a long time wanted Watch- Men and Paſtots to inſpeR 
and inſtruct them, and that even in Places where Popery ptevails. 
That the Holy Communion which would keep People in a Religious aue 
ol committing groſs Ahominations, is but rarely adminiſtrate in many 
places, in ſome Congregation not far 8. or 9. years ſpace, and in ſome, 
not at all, which may partly be occaſioned by the known back ware, 
neſs and averſion of tha People to receive that Holy Sacrament from thy 
hands of Presbyterian Pecachers: upon Conſideration of all which a 
Tolerat ien to Epiſcopal Miniſters ſeems adſolutely. neceſſary. But the indi. 
cator p. 25. never heeds, nor notices theſe Things to give them a dil. 
\ creet and lolid Reply, but continues after his Old manner to clamour cut 
and reviie. We arc incouragers of Vice, that ſuch a Liberty granted ig Þ 
us would give a latitude to hainous Tranſgreſſors, and inevitably ruine Þ 
| all good Older, and then he diſcharges his fury moſt ſpite fully upon tie 
ouled Curats, 25 he calls them, and gives a Character of Us extrcam Þ* 
ly ugly and extravagantly falſe, That We would be a ſcandal to a fociety [* 
ef Heathens, &c. That Popiſh Prieſts and. Jeſuits are- not by far fo bad, C., 
And having thus diſgorg'd himſelf, he adds theſe remarkable words, 
This is s Calumay, it is a weceſſury Truth, to hold furth the Rrengthef the An, 
gument, Lou fce, Sir, he truſts more to his Railing than to his Reaſon, to 
his Fury and Indignation, than to his Argument, theſe Reproaches wer: 
weceſſary to bold ſurth the Strengtb of it. 1 ; 
\ Hs knows well enough what 18 moſt taking with his Party, and Ca- 
lumny is bis greateſt Talent, Now, to what Purpoſe ate all theſe falle 
and odious Reproaches Repeated over and over? is it, becauſe we deferd 
\ our own Cauſe to their great Vexation, and lay open the Folly and Va | 
nity of their own Pretences2 Can the Presbyterian Cauſe be maintained | 
by no other Arts than theſes 2 Should not Reaſon be anſwered with Rea: 
ſon, and not with Calumnies and Reproaches, which bewray the Weak: Þ 
neſs of their Cauſe, and expoſe them to the Contempt of all Wile and] 
Good Men 2? But dignum patelld operculum, . 
had ſaid, 1%. There was no juſt Ground to fear, that Vice and Immo- 
- ralities would encreaſe by granting a Toleration, while the Minjſtars art 
' inveſted with Power to excerciſe Diſcipline, and the People willing to 
- ſubmit to their Cenſutes; which may be reaſonably concluded Ne " 
- | | . 1338 | i 5 xample 
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Example of the-Epiſcopal Miniſters, yet poſſeſſing their Churches who” Þ 
never yet ſought or needed the Aſſiſtance of the Secular Arm to cuib the ik 
regularities of their People. The Vindicator teplyes to this. ibid. pag 
25; 1 maſt, ( (aith he) i» Charity doubt of it. Doubt of it / and ſtom uh 
g Pciacipls. of Charity too . O] rare and-admirable Charity, which 11 
indilpoſes and hinders. a Man to believe what is both good and accept» . 
able. Sure this Vindicator's Charity is not a kin to St Pauls, which le. | 
lieveth all things, hopeth all things. 1 Cor. 13. 7. But he adduces a Rea- 

{on for this bis ſingular Charity, but its panzo inveluta, bath a Rag about 

it, the Pariſhoners of his Pariſh (ſaith he give Submiſſion to the Tinte 

Seſſion, and Obedience to the Ceuſures of the Church; yet becauſe the Appear- 

ances.of. ſome are Moe t Appearances, aud their ' Profeſſions of Repentance 

meerly feigned, they going on in their Sins, therefore the Miniſter and Seſſion © 

are obliged to addreſs the Magiltrate, that they may be reſtrained; and thenco ®' 
he infers, That 4 greater Accaſation can hardly be advanced againſt Prelati- 5 
cal Miniſters peſ$efſing their Churches, than I give in again} them, To bs 
ſure, out of the tender Re ſpect ha hath to the Reputation of theſe Prela- 

2 rica} Miniſters, be? not-luffer me to go witheut a Check, for affirming ſuch 

an ill thing of them, that they neither needed nor ſought the Aſſiſtance of the 

* Secular Arm to curb the Irregularities of their people; I thought it had 

been their Glory, and not Diſhonour, and a Mark of the Bleſſing of GO 
upon their Labouts, chat it is ſo: and in true Chriſtian Charity I be- H 
lie ve ſo yet, tho his Charicy obligeth him to think the contrary. Phi- 5 
loſophets adviſe Us to be {low and wary in drawing Conſcquences, yet 
it ſeems they have loſt all their pains upon this raſh and precipitat Vin · 
aitator, It is not ſo. in his Paroch, therefore it is not ſo in theirs; is (ach, an 
Argument concluſive and ſolid 2 Do not Vices prevail and abound more 
in ſome places than others? Are not the Tempets of ſome people more: 
= ductile and malleable than theſe of others? and are not many People ly«-- 
able and expoſed to Tentations and Occaſions of fins of ſeveral kinds, to 
X which others ate not. And is not tha LORD's Supper more frequently - 
Aominiſtrat by ſomethan by others, which keeps people in a Religious 
awe of Returning, to the Commiſſion of thoſe fins, which they have fo © 
lately and ſolemuly Rencunced e And bacaule its thus and thus in ſuch | 
a place, doth it neceſſatly follow it muſt be ſo in all others too? T's. 
inconſequential ang abſurd to aſſert it. But | waſte roo much time, and 
fill up too much Room in purſuing all his vain and f:ivolous Exceptions. 
In ſhott, this pteſent Diſpute is. — of Fact, and ſince he pair 
91 N 8 = 2M lay 
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fays what I have (aid before, lat * produce his Inſtances to the eon · 
To his fourth Ar gement, Letter page 6. | anſwered Plain Dealing page 
12. Firſt, That it ſfruct ag ainſt all Liberty to any Diſſenters lor publick Wor- 
ſhip, and therefore if allowed, would prove more than he deſigned or deſired, 
and withal, that it was as good and valid again the Presbyterians former ly, 
as againſl. It now, and yet they were Tole rated ard indulged. Inſtead of giv? 
ing a ſolid and direct Anſwer to this, this indicator, page 26. digte ſſeth 
and tuns away from my Argument to his Caves, Woods, Mountains, Graf. 
Merkat, Croſs of Edinbargh, &c. leaving it to abide in its Strength, And 
for all his Clamour tis as clear as the Sun, they were indulged and tolerated, 
As fo! Perſecution, I am as much an Enemy toit as any other in the Wor io, 
but ſince Conſcience may bo pretended, when Faction ond Sedition arc in- 
terded, the State may be left to judge for it ſelf, in all things ing to 
its own-preſervation, and reaſonably put in Execution the Laws made 10 
prevent ſuch Conſuſions in Church and Stare, as muſt needs follow, 
where Giddineſs, Phanaticiſm, and Rebellious Practices prevail. The 
Presbyteriang were never requircd to condemn or deny any thing they 
judged Tiuth, but to live in Peace and SubjeQion to the State, but 
they would needs teſiſt, and go to Fields to fight for the Good Old Cauſe, 
the Holy Covenant, ſo that] conclude as I ſaid in my fiſt Paper, That 
ge Government never ſiretcht out itshand againſt them, untill frſt they lift. 
ed ap the Heel againſt it, And for this | appeal to the True Narrative of | 
dhe proceedings of his Majeſty's Privy Council in Scotland, for the ſecuring 
the Peace of that Kingdom in the Tear 1678. And Sir George M'kenzies 
indication of the late Reigns of King Charles the 2d, and King James the 
7th. And a particular Account of this matter may afterwards be given 
from Authentick Records. | | 
In my ſecond Anſwer, | Afirm'd that no Tract of Time was like to 
RNaze out of the Minds of Knowing Conſcientious - Perſons, a Petlwa-⸗-- 
ſion ſo well Grounded, as that of Epiſcopacy.is; Nor that Parents and 
others would be wanting to inſttuct and Breed up their Childcen, and 
thoſe in whom they are concerned in there own Principles and Perſwaſi- 
en, To this he Replys, p 26 /t us a fait Advertiſcment given to the 
Kirk, to take Nottice of ſuch. as in(truf} the Touth, and hopeth they will do 
#t, And who doubts but they ate as Z:alous to root. out Epiſcopacy, 
as Julian the Apoſtate was to Extirpate Chriſtianity; tor ſuch is their 
rooted Hatred againſt eur Potfons and Principles, that wherzas they 
| 14 ate 
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ard not able to Confuts Us by Argument, they Labour to Cruſh Us * 
Force ot Unjaſtifiabie Artifices. But Our Defence is of God, who ſavell 
the Upright in Heart, Our Help is inthe Name of the Lord, who made 
Haves and Earth; The Remainder of Wrath be will Reſtram, and bring 
to Nowght their Evil Devices, Oy —O þ 
To this purpeſe he adds, 7þ:9. That ſuch Parents and Walters of Fami. 4 
lier are ſo few, that I would be aſhamed to produce a Liſt of them; and to | 
confirm ihis, he tells an arrant and palpable untruth, (and I find by mae 10 
ny inſtances in his pamphlet, thet tis bis culpable lafit mity that he is too 1 
apt to believe and publiſh a lie, ) for he ſaith, he is afraid I ſhould be | 
tempted to put down one and the ſame perſon 7 or 8 times under different des 
fiznations, as my Friends in Fife were, in making up their Addreſs, lhave 
2 narrowly inquired into this Story, aud dilcovered the ſalſhoad of it, and pK, 
the miſtake that gave riſe to it; and if the Yendicater or any Man elle 
will prove that any perſon in Fife Subſcribed the principal Addreſs morg 1 
thin once, or in cartying it on, Subſcrib:d undet gifferent Daſignations, *% 
erit mibi magyus Apillo, there is nothing fo freachetous, or fails a Man 
* ſocner then a Tranſient Report; and 'tis a ſhame for a Man to be often 
taken rardy, telling unttuths. 3 3 
Io his Fifth, p. 27. a Toleration Je ill preßed, the Introduftion of 
= Prelacy is neceſſarij intended. To this [ anſwered, Pl. Deal, p. 12. That 1 
this was the product of his jealouſie and unreaſonable ſuſpicion- That 5 
never Man thought, that the Tolerativg a Perſwaſien in any Nation, ne- 
ceſfarly inferred the Legal Eſtabliſhment of the ſame, For the proof of 
this, I adduced the practice of England, Holand, nay of France it (elf 
in King Zenry the qths. Time, his grant of the ample Edict of Wants : 
which Liberty to Proteſtants in à vaſt Popiſh Kingdom, I ſaid, might 
= ſhame our Presbyterians that will by no means conſent to'a Toleration 
io their ſellow Subjects of the tame. Reformed Religion with themſelves; 
aud let the Readar jadge whether this be Senſe. Now what Reply 
makes the Vindicator to this > Nothing but Scolding. p. 25. It's @ 
= Ramble, faith he, from England to HHoband, from Holand to France, its S 
| purely excentrick, fer my part” I cannot Extratt one grain of ſenſe out of it. * 
Ihis is all the Reply; does ſuch pitiful ſtuff as this deſerve a (ericus 4 
Anſwe? It he has no more ts do but ſtoutiy to call that nonſence; or 
not to the purpoſe, which he cannot Anſwer, as he uſually do h, when 
he is hard preſſed, ar this Rate of Talking he is able to conſute the 
cleareſt Demoſtrations, and no wiſe Man ſhould medle with fuch a 


why 
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 whithhrin contravesſy. . But to proceed, I anſwered the Reaſay offered, 


aud Reſolation,as to check ſuch Infolent Arrogancy,as this Pl: Deal: and bis fe: 


8 


to out Biſhops to whom we awe Canonical Obedience did not infer a. 
ny lach thing; for as the Caſe ſtands now, we da owa and ſubmit 10 
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Law Makers; the;efore as Men in danger call for afliltance,ſo he excites the 


| FI a7 Jews Ih E 4g 4 xz - Wo 
Qavernouts to aycnge hisQnarre! ; If Tpaſs, ſaith he, without challenge aud 
cenſure, otbers may deal more bolaly with it, & again, it is 4 Dilgrace to our WF 
ion © 4 maniſeſt Reproach to Authority, not to evidence ſo much S rergit 
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. this be che 1 Azmgumems, we muſt let theſe Men fay 
what they li E 220.0." 5 N 11 985 148 5 
; The anly-redfonable ching 1 find in his Pampbler is what followeth, 


| have not a Mind to be deceived, canſider the ſaid Letter and compare it, and 
* what is here ſaid, with the Plain Dea ling; And I -am-of Opinion, Tergi- 


er other, ſhall ccf be diſcovered, And Jam exactly of the ſame nid 
with him: And I beg the Debate betwixt us may be determined by the 
= ſame meaſure, that his Letter, with the Vindication of it, and my 
plain Dealing. with this Defence of it, may exactly be compared togeth. 
er, and then let the Iupartial Worldjudge, whether of Us two maintains 
our Ground: beſt, and ſhews moſt Candout in theſe paper Combats; and 
ho leeks to avoid the Diſreputation of lofing it, by baſe and unworthy 
ts. | | | 2 
Ilbid. Hs faith, Fe hath abundautly manifelied the Diſcrepancy betwixt 
dur Caſe and that of the Engliſh Diſcenters, as if what he dogmatiz'd on 
this head in his Letter had been /elf evident Propiſitions ;; whereas he Ra- 
plyes nothing here to what I juſtly advanced againſt in the F lain Deal- 
ing page 13, for that £?>ught upon the Theatre again the „ful Terms: 


te quired ot Us by the Presbyrerians, aud that was too hot for him to 


handle, Burnt Chi laren dead the Fire. But he takes notice of an Ex- 


pte ſſion charged upon one of his old ptedeceſſots in time of the ſhedding 
tho Blood of LH on Seattolds, the Work goes bonnily on, this he calls 
a Calasmy: but it is as true as the other ſpoken by the ſame Man, ame 
= them and berry them, againſt which he doth not except; and both Ex» 


col Minifter at Jedburgh exhorted the Lords of Juſticiary, being there inCir- 
= cuit, to mate their Scarlet Robes jet more red in the Blood of Pbauatiets, and 
ten adds, Zet nc Man doubt of the Truth of this, for I ſbal prove it; if N 
le put ta it. I[{ithis Visdicator would, but now. and then at leaſt; expreſs 


o much Ingenuity, as his Brother the'Pockmanty Preacher: did in preface= 


ing his Stary, Now. faith be, Fle tell you d Tale, I. dare net fay it it true, 
vu jei ſtall bavo it as I bave it, ho might pethaps in ptogteis of time, be- 
coma acStory Writer of ſome Credit; But there is f 


f 


2 tocalomianteldlyiis his way. What that Reyerendffand worthy Mini- 
lter (did, w u mot bu this, * ſearlet Robes, ſaid. be, 2 
1 wig 5 : to theſe 


Jonixurre_ geitlty of « Aud chen he clags and ore, he has got the Vidory.. 


page 28. A propoſal to which Theartily agree, Cet theſe ( ſaith he) o 


verſation and downright Juggling, inſlead of Plain Doaling, on the one ſile 


pre ſſions ate upon Record. As for his Recriminat ion, That the Prelati- 


nall kope ol this, for 


Y 


40 theſe Lords, put you in mind to do Juſtice upon Criminals, ſo the Ermmt 


with which they are lyned, may mind yen to mix Mercy with Juſtice. A piece 


of Ocatory well becoming that grave and good Man, pleaſant to the 


Heaters, and pertinent tothe parpoſe, for which it was deſigned, which 
was the Mitigation and-not the Execution of the Rigout of the Law. And 


it the Phanaticks, to whom alone this Man applyes this Speech, were the 
only Criminal Offenders in the ſe B2unds,they were 9 goodly pack indeed. 
And here I deſire the Reader to advert, that page 2 1 of his Vindication 


he. ſaith theſe words, Te ſay Prelatiſts have met with ſevere proceedings fro 
Preibyterians theſe bygone years, upon the Account of their perſwaſion, is a 1 
torjous falſhood ; yet here When he hath a fair Opportunity of purging 
and clearing his Party of that Charge (I having ſpent more than half ; 


page, Plain Dealing page 15, upon an Enumcration ofthe ſeveral kinds | © 
of Severities exerciſed towards us, meeriy upon the Account of out! 
Perlwaſion) he does not in the leaſt attempt it, as knowing it impoſl. [* 
ble to be done. Wonderful impudence ! | 


— 
— 


1bid, I had faid, Pl. Deal, page 15, That if their fear be real, and not 1 
Falliat and diſguis'd, that a Toletation will, at long Run, juſtle them 
out of their Churches and Benefices, then it is maniteſt, they themſelves WM 


never believ'd that the generality of the Nation was for them; but only 


-thought it their Intereſt to have it ſo declaited and believed by others, of 
Oc. To this the YVindicator Replys, pags 28. they do not oppoſe a Toler: | 
©, ationon that ſcore, but becauſe in their Judgement, it would pave th | 


way to Prelacy, and ſo to Popery, and when King ſames had framed a de 
f reducing this poor Land to the Obedience of the Pope, a Toleration was judy | 
ed a Notable expedient. Do they, indeed, in their Judgement think fo? [} 
ate they periwaded in their Conſcience, that Prelacie paves the way to | 


. Popery 2 I teke it rather to be prejudice than Judgement, and we ſay, re, 
judicium tollit Judicium. How have they diſcourſed themſelves into this 
practical Judgement, ſo as to oppoſe a Teleration to Prelatical Mini.“ 
mers for fear of Popery? What is the Light and Evidence that dirs the 
Minds in. pa ſſing fuch a Judgement? It would appear it proceeded ratha | 
. Jrom the darkneſs than the clearneſs of their Underſtandings, elſe they 
would not ac ſo maliciouſly againſt palpable Evidences to the contrary: Þ 


ſuch as the Epiſcopal Chuich in our Neighbouring Nation, which halb 


with 


ö 


. 


wit bſtood all che ſhocks and attempts of the Romiſh See, and is an im. 
pie gnable Bulwark againſt Popery : yea out owi behaviour in King 
. James's Reign is ſufficient 40 conſute this unreaſonable ptetence, uh 


—— — tee ee —_— 
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with Zeal and Courage, Preached againſt the Errours of the Charth of 


Rome, and the danggtf of their ſpreading and prevailing in this Land. 
Whilſt in the mean time the Presbyterian Brethren were altogether ſilent 
us to this Matrer, and accepted the Toleration, which, this Findicaror 
2cknowledges, was judged a Notable Expedient for throug hing King James's 
wefign of Redueing this Land to the 'Obedience ofthe Pope of Roms, which þ 
alſo'be own'd once before, page 15. And the more unworthy they; | 
that kuew fo much, and yet accepted it, ſo that upon the whole, they 
are the Men, that are liklier to pave the way for Fopety, than we of the 
Epiſcopal Clergy, = 7 5 
IJT0o this purpofe we have the Teſtimony of a Vitrulent Adverſary, 
the Author of that peſtilent Pamphlet, the Fynd let looſe, who tells us 
that the Curats, for ſo ha Nick Names the Epiſcopal Clergy, oppoſed 
the Repealing of the Penal Statutes, that the Man of Sin, the Pop ſn Hi?⸗⸗- 
erarchy might not again take deep Rooting in the Land; when among 
the Presbyterians, from whom a great Oppoſition was cxpected, thers _ 
was a profound Silence, yea, ſaith he, they were buſie Hammering an 
Addteſs of Thanks for that Indulgence granted to them and the Papiſts, 
contrary to Law. And, he infers, that ſince in thatProclamation it is de- 
-clared, that this Common Favour flowed from the unnaccountable 
Principle of Abſolute diſpenſing Powes; the Accoptation of it imported a 
. Recognizance of the Claim of the Granter, and conſequently the Ace- 
copters were guilty of bettaying our Liberties and Laws, and of putting 
on the Livery of the Beaſt, a e 
What js ſaid, Plain Dealing, page 16. That Xing Charles bis Indulgence 
and King James's Toleration were granted to the Presbyterians on very eaſſe 
Terms, without any Oaths, is undenyable Matter of Fat; That King James 
bis Toleration extended to every Town and Pariſh throughout the Kingdom, is 
certain alſo, That the Presbyterian Miniſlers turned out by Low, after the © 
Reſtaurat ion, were few in Number, in compariſon to the Epiſcopal Clergy who 
= mere furned ont by the RabBle, and otherways {ance this Revolution, is equale 
ly true with the other two: And therefore it is reaſonable that the Li. ; 
0 RF berty granted to Us ſhould be the more extenſive, What Ground then 
1 for his Complaint of unſair Dealing, pag. 29 > And whereas he lays, *. 
| there was none of them but would have owned the Civil Government, and 
| prayed expreſly for the King. Does not he, yea, the whole Nation know 
that many of them, Preachers as well as People, diſown'd the King's 
Title and Authority, and would not Redecm their Lives at _ and 
4 | | | ST = eafiz 
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'. League and Coueraut, and wrote moſt bitterly againſt them, calling 


a his next, page 29, Ho quirrelsthat [call bis Repreſentation of the 
-* Hardſhips they underwent Calumnioas and Cureaſonable, It was the Prin 


it Clamorons, Calumnious and Nui eaſorable. He talks too much of their 


' . *ainſt the Will and Conſent of the Xing, and Ivclinations of the Feopla; 


- "IHE LR. . £4 aa 


boſſfe Nita Gf yigg GOD Jive bum 2 And tis well known they dechaitaed. 
againſt their Bretlen's 4ceeptance of an Iudulgeuce, as an Hpuſtacie and 


ſigful Defe2ion from'the Cuſt of GOD, © notable-Breach-of-thoir folemn 


them Ceancil Curates. 


tets Iuadvertence, the Word in my paper was c/amerous, and now I call 


Suffetings under Prelacy, both to his own and's Parties Diſgrace: For it | 
brings into Remembtance the groſs and unaccountable Fanits, Rigours, | 
and Cruelries of their predeceſſors, in impoſing thyvir Covenants, even a- 


zs alſo the Seditious and Rebellious practices of that (urviving party in 
1 the fate Reigns, and their unrelenting poſterity. Did they not force all 
Men to take their So/emn League. obliging Man, Wife and Children come 
to Ape, to ſwear it in the pablick Congregations thorow out the Airgacm, 
wich uplifted hands? Did they not ſevotely puniſh ſuch as 'refuſed it! 
and cruelly perſecute to de th thoſe that oppos'd it > And whereas their Þ* 
Preachers ſhould have withſtood theſe bloody Severities, they not only F# 
countenanced them, but dra ve them on, and never yet condemned theſe 
cke practices. 3 | „ = 
And to ſuch an hight of Infolence they artived, that in the year 1648, 
the Xirk did Countermand the State, in the Matter of paying Taxes and 
"Levying an Army for Reſeuing the Ng; Which Engagement of the Sate 
the Xirk molt unlawſully called an #w/awfe/ Bugagem nt; and barred the 
Nuability and Gentry from theit Ptiviledges and Rights, till they .wera 
ſatisfied. Did not their General Afemblier make Laws for owning: their 
Covenant and Cayſe, and holding Communion with them, undet the moſt Þ# 
grievous penalties, Excommunication'and For faulture following theteupon; | 7 
which they never failed to put to vigorous Ex2eutivn, where Obedience 3 
was not given Nay'if any will beat the patas to Trace the Behaviour | 3 
and Practices of the Prexhyterian Stalots in Scotland; ſinco the (ſhort Fi 
time they appeared on the Stage of the World until this very day, It i. 
will be found they have been the Sconrges of Mouarchy, the Peſt and bare 
of civil Society, ' and greate(} Perfecutors that wee ever ſeen amoug Gris BY 
ſiiaus of the Reſormed Religion: And ſeing King Charles the ad. found that 
by means of rhem. and the Covenant, this Royal Farben was E ! 
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hhniſelf exiled ind baniſhed from * Inheritance, his beſt Sed and 


Friends either put to Death ot Beggaty, and the whole A ingaum brought 
under Thiaſdom and Miſety. Was it not moſt ngcelfary, juſt, and. 
resſohable, Thar the Xing and Parliament bzing deeply ſchſible of; theſe 
horrid Crimes, and molt afffctive evils under which the Nation hiad- 
groaned for many years, ſhould pur a ſtop to, and prevent for the tus 
ture, ſuch exectable Villanies, by removing the Original, Source and 
Cauſe of chem, the Rebellious Leagues and Covenants into which the Preſs - 
byterians -entdred; under pretence of Reformation? It Was jult and neceſ 
© ary,” | fay, to ſtrike at the Root of theſ@ evils, and to extirpate; if pol. 
ſib le, ſuch Rebellious Principles: and this was all they dig, to difcharge 
che Obligarory Force of the League and Covenant, to tiſe in Arms againſt 
the King, Cc. and the renewing thereof. See' 4.7 Par, iſl. K Ch, 20. 
dad. Act 6,'Parl, 3, K. Ch. 2d. So that this Findicator goes indeed be- 


iber Avrboriry, what thiz Covendnters fer up by Rebellion, abd bugg 
be Vipers: And is not that a'very moderate and reaſonable Demand 2 
. Aud tha the Vindicator p. 30. Diſowas the Declsrations of Saxgubar, 


bee bloody Bonds, a Force npon their»Conſciences, and the deſerved pus 
; [© niſhments of their Covenanted Rebellions and Inſuctections in the Yeat 
1666, and afterwards, &c. Perſecations and unjuſt Sufferings. They were 
dot ittitsted and ptovocked by the Governwönt, to ſeditious Practices, 
and Schiſmatical Sapatation; the Phople were required to do nothing, bur 
lie peaceably and join in Worſhip; Whereas the Presbyterians work 
„wont to make the Pecple ſwear to their Cauſe, particularly at the ficſt 
1 Reeviving of the Sacrament of tbe LORD's Supper, accoiding to tha Act 
„ Aſſem. 1648, ere. And : ei Minifters were got required to main» 
ein Pretucy,” and fo Renounce and root out Presb3trie; hut only to 
0 4s e to Epiſcepacy, and concur in Diſcipline, which in Con 
it leience they ought to have done, there being nothing profefled and par- 
formed in pur Church contrary to the Woid of GOD, as bath. been ac- 
a | knowiedged by the V indicator in his Letter page 3, They had a fait Of- 
-g ſer of. their Churches,” and a competent time allowed them to conſidet 
ve | on it, without any RabBing or Rigour Exatciſed thwards them, and what 
more could the Sate do for rhem? Yes, more might have been done, 
the Vindicator will ſay, Presbytrie might have Been preſerved in its Vigor; 
that is in plain Scots, the King and Parliament ſhould have protected by 
J 


—— —— 


: Lanert, Queens{erry, Gr; and asks, wete they appioven by Presbyreri- 
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yond the Bounds of Truth and Reaſon, When he calls the Renouncing 178 
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6 uns 2 yet all this is but meer juggle; for the Authors of thoſe Dick. 


(8, 


rations are the very Men of his Patty, who, he exciaims; Were forced 
to flꝛe to Caves, Woods, Moantains, Were perſecuted by Soldiers. and 
brought to the Grafs:Mercat. and Crefs of Edinburgb. He owns them 
v hen they -foffer, but diſclaims. them when; they are charged with and 
eonyiced of the faults for which they ſuffer. And for. Anſwer to his 
Queſtion, .Fle put another to him; did his Brethren. ever by any 


/ pablick dee diſown and condemn the forefaid Declarations? No ſurely; 


Tis true in their addreſs of Thanks to the late King James, they ſeeming- 


ly diſo wn ſuch-as did promote any diſſoal. Principles: and Pradlices and dejire 1 


that they may be looked upon at noe of theirs, whatſoever Name they aſſume 


to themſelves. . But then it is allo tiue, that how ſoon the Sceve is chang, [© 


ed, and Xing James Adicated, they own theſe diſſoyal Peeple as Con 
ſeßors and Martyrs of their Communion, and reccive the moſt guilty among 


them into their Society, even him who in the m. let looſe juſtificd the || i 


Murder of the:Roval Martyr, and all this, without making him or: them |? 


diſclaim or recant their 1 principles and .praQtices. 
Plain Dealing p. 17. To his fi- ſt. Ar 

Doctrine of wo ſeparation upon account Forms af Government, L gave a full 
Anſwer ; That we alwiſe .underſtood it of a Qhurch duly, conftitute,as, ouit 
was at that time; of a Church that required no faful Zerms:of Communi 
„; of a Church that was no? & hiſmatical; none of all which can be tru3ly 


alfi med of the Fresbyterian Church in Scotland; And whatever may be |? 


21d ard granted 38.0 Communion with other Churches if Prespyterial Cow 
#irution, (be like canndt be ſaid of our Scotiſh Presbyterrans,', who diffet 
from them in all theſe-chree-Reſp:R-, as is already proved. Te this! 
added, that it was impudent and unreaſonable for th:m to expect or r6- 
quirc, thar we ſhould grant. to them now, what their Predeceſſo15 the 


_ Froteltants would not formerly have yeilded to their Brethren the uU 
Reſolutioners, and what they themſelves, bctorethe late Revo/ation, would 


nor grant to the then Eſtabliſh:d Bpiſcopal Church, which had a bzita 


Title to-their Submiſſion and Concurrence. in DoRrine, Worſhip and 
Diſcipline, than they can pretend to at this day, with.RaſpeR ro us. On-. 
would have thought that a formal and Tolid Reply ſhould bays bees 
made to all this; but inſtead ot that, notbing but bare aſſertions in 2 
ew Lines, p. 31..7:#s-( ſairh he) to tel the. Preibyteriant, and that is 
the Name of 60D, and from his Word, That the Commanion of the cs y 


- To! Argument, why we ought in Con: | 
ſcience to join with the pteſent Presbyretians. taken rom: our forma | 
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ſpould oot. be broken, either becauſe of Prelacy ir Presbytry: # this deth not 
make again(t them, nothing can, And again, The bold and incoherent diſ- 
courſe i bat followet hb, laith he, is meerly to deceive the Reader and to make 
bim forget the Argument : but not to ſurnifh bim with the leaft ſolution to it. 
But how comes in bis Presbytrie-2.juſt as the Man brought - Hercules 
into his Sermon, by head and ſhoulders: his Presbytry was no part of 
our Dvy(trine, not had we it in our view. And what is there in this 


Reply that doth in the leaſt make for.it, ot overthrow'the ſenſe of our 


Church about cur: Doctrine o No Separation; ue the Account of firms of 
Bovernment? or what brings he to wipe off the fortſaids OFj :Qions a- 
gainſt our preſext-Scotiſh Presbytry, why it neitherwas, nor could be, on · 
dei ſtood by us in that point? or what Reaſon gives he to enforce his Ac - 
gument, hat we ought to join in Communiog with them, ootwith» 
ſtanding of all that I have pleaded to the contrary 2 1 (ce none but this; 
by will have it ſo, and it muſt needs be ſo-; is not this'a doughty Yin. 
e \ THT * 2 
To his ſecond | Argument, That we hold the Government of the 
Church to be - ambulateryy, I anſwered Pl. Deal. p. 18. was affirmed 


4 <> thong ground or ptool: and proved the contrary” from the Writings 


of oh own Clergy, as alſo. from the ſacred Books of the New Teſtament, 
where we find our Bleed LORD inſtituted an Imparity among Chutch · 
Men which being never repealed; was deſigned to continue to the end 

of the World: whereof, the practice of the 4pofiles, and of tha Catho- 
lick Church immediatly from the Apaſtles Times, is a ſtrong confit mation. 
And lo ſtrong it is, (8 I proved. thete) that what is ſaid by the Preſ- 
byterzans againſt the continvance of this Imparity, being a thing extra- 


ordinary, only deſigned to continue for a time, and not by ſucceſſion in all es. 


doth firike as foteibly againſt tha continuance of a ſlanding Miniſiry: For 
Quakers and other Secfar ies ule this very. Argument of the Preilyteriant 
10 that putpoſe. The Vindicatir thought ir not fir ſo much as to menti« 


on theſs Reaſonipgs of mine, they being too hard and knotty tor him, 


and | commend: him for that piece of Mother wit. 


— 
© © 


As ſor; Dr. Stiliagilee!s Judgement in this Matter, und whit concern- 
ed his Irevjcom, gave a full and: ſarisfaftory Account to all Conſider» 
ing and Impartial Men. Nl. Deal: p 19. But how is it poſſible to ſatisſie 
this indicator, who, without conluting auy thing I ſaid there, is ſiill 
reſolved to contradict and eavill? as he doth page 31. ĩ 455 
Neither doth the Yindicator take notice of any of my Anſwers made 


to 


— n 
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Rebellion, had been inſtrumient al of turuitig Himſelf: out of his Domini 


naither willing to remember not amend: nd this, ite af guilty perſons, 


aſlection to it, his Words are-theſs, NU rf, \rbe* Generdlity of Phoſe 
E N of that 


to bis foelih pratehge. chat by tbe Tef; we dis obliged to fabmit to 


al. * 


Presytrie.nom. eſtabliſhed; which: Nonſcoſical Whimſie;; tho it deferved 
to be hoated at, and.evtertaince: with Scern: yer I beſtowed a lurge Con 


furation on it, as the Reader my Nh. FH Dꝛale page 19 20, To which 


be makes no Reply, mote than he had nevet ſcen it, and conſequentiy 


it holds good, and temains in its force. Bat. inſtead of. Vindicating, ha 


repeats what he ſaid in his Adirei Letter, his in defectible, inſubible, ſelf. 


evident Text, which, he thinks, needs no Proof or Conſit mation. The 
Law. no whete that I have tead expteſly aſſeris it, to be the Paberent 
Right of the; Crown to alter and change the External Goverment of th 


Church, but only to Order and: Diſpoſe- itz and whether this be tho- very 
ſame with the other is dubious and under Debate. Tho in the mean 
time, I grant, the Xing with: Advice and Conſintof Parliament may give 
the Legal Eſtabliſhment, Countenance and ProteRivn of the State to any 


 Governmear they pleals. And no-wonder-that King Charles 2d: by his 


Prerogative Royal. turned out Presbytrie, which having ſet it ſelf up by 


N 
and his Royal Father out of his Zhrone and bis Li too" And tio he had 
** Prelacy to Presbytrie, all that w were bound'toja that Caſe,hy the 

elt, was to ſubmit patieutly to his RH af, but not to own the 


Nen ſet ap Madel, . 50 be the True Gebern of the Charch of CEIRTST ; 
\ Sure we are, in this Senſo it was Adminiſtred, in this Senſe we took it, 
| 1310 8113-36 


and notin two contrary meanings. dien ofis 0296 D 011” 


few. Moneths bygone, we: have been'nece(litar by che Throed of Dil: 


- courſe, and theit on Clamours about their Sufferings, moddMy to te- 


preſent their Faults, as tha procuring Canſes of them, which chiey ate 


they call Railing and Bitterneſs: And we are repute] Fijewies, becauſe we 


tel them the Truth, ./ Tis a ſign the Diſca(s is'dcſptrat, when the Patient 


cannor endure to be touch' g. And! thus tlie uu del with my 


ſelf and Brethren, for ha ſays page 31. That Ruiling'is'tbe oy Argument 
we have again them ; gd if this be true, lie never poke an Untcorth in 


his Lifetime, not any Man elſe. 'You' have nnether Bke uuto it, it che 


very next Sentence, May not A Man, ( ſvield he) bb fon of the Epi 
Nan An 


copal per ſwaſien. as Enemies co tb Civil G u 


yet in his Leiter pag. 10 he charged ert Cas. But dl, We f. 


- og = be 6 * * 
2 4 . pu fre ; Et IH a 7 i e eee $44, 2 
. 1 ; 4 les > + 2 * —— * 2 wag 8 3 **. "RP" 7 a 4 n 1 5 
». * fg DO ny — . 5 WI Is 


— — — 
3 


1 SD 


| Tg 5 (4 x Y 3 2 
of that way, if nat the whole of A are diſaffefted with the Civil Ef b 
liſhment, and have been and (lil are Enemies to the late happy Revolutton. 
To prove that we are Rebellious Man, have done and would do ill 
things againſt the Government, had we a probability of Succeſs, he ad - 
duc:s tha inſtance of the late Lord Dundee, with the Men under his con- 
Auct; at which he makes a hortible noiſe, muſters his Arguments, 
draws them out in Rank aud - File, and makes Charge upon Charge a - 
|  Bgaioſt Us; Did we not lead out multitudes of Armed Men tothe Fields, blots 
the Trumpet of Rebellion, emit Declarations, aßßert nullity of Titles, Dij- 
tharge payment of Taxes, Er. What a pity is it, that this Man hath ne - 
vet the luck to ſtumble on ſome good medium, or Argument, he (ers this 
off ſo prottily ? but does not all Men know, That this was an exttabt- 
dinary Effort, upon an extraordinary occaſian 2: ſudden Revolutions ate 
puzling and ſutpiizing. When Dundee took the Fields, the then Prince of 
Orange was not declaired Xing ol Scotland, the Crown was neithet offet- 
ed to him nor accepted by him? And ſince the Lora Dundee and his ads 
herents had not-transferred their Alledgance from theit Native Prince o 
another, none being come into his Room, they Judged it a Commanded 
Duty to appear for him, If my Kingdom, faith our Saviour were of this World, 
ther would my Servants fight, that I ſhould not be delivered to the Jews, 
John 18. 36. where our Lord ſuppones it was a common Duty, that Sub-- 
jects ſhould fight to prevent the Captivity of their King. Bout what js 
all this ro ug, who have done none of thele things; but both then an d 
ever ſince, have lived poaceably, payed Taxes, Poll. Rearth Money, 
Ke. This Mas caſts iniquity upon US, and in wrath hates Us. bs | 
= - The YVindicators Toferences; p. 33. from what | anſwered to bis Alles © 
geations about our concern and praying for the Ting. Queen Dowager, &e. 
are ſo very abſurd,- that he may appear, even to himſelf, a very Rid 
culous and malicious Calumniator; They are all Couſin Germans to 
Baculus eft in angulo, ergo pluit, and Minifler Matter-ro any Man to fleet 
and Mock at them, and are unworthy of any Man's tegaird. I gave 
a ſull Anſwerto theſe Accuſations led againſt Us, PI. Deal. p. 20. And 
© thercunto I refer the Reader, Is it not Ridiculous that he ſhould charge 
Us for Praying ſo and fo, in private and inpublick; which he wos bound 
to make good, and then tell me, I was bound to clear my (elf, and intimats- 
„ that heavy Charge, that we do not ſo ?- whereas J know not, perhaps, 
one of an Hundred of the Fpiſcopal Petſwaſten, far leſs am | converſant 
wich them. -Agvin, - becauſe | (aid, they pray not ſo explicite ly in ther- 
Meeting Houſes, thence he 2 F acknowledge, they pray fo impli- 
; citcly * 
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be loads the whole Nation with that moſt foul and deteſſable fot ; Its plain 


T x» 
nerably argued 2 But roo much of this fulſom ſtuff. : 
Next he makes a long ſtride, and cleverly ſteps ovet a page and an 
half of Pl. Deal. without any other Reply. but a Reference tothe z»fal. 


-citely, as if, forfooth, I were privy to Men's inmoſt thoughts ; is not thig 


Ihle Oracle, his Letter page 33. The Mattet he thought came too clofs 
home, was nettling and pungent, and therefore judged it ſafeſt to keep 
dis hands ſree of it. But this is not the firſt of my Arguments, he hag 


da ken on at latereſt. | 1 | 
To make me amends for this, he Miſtepreſents my Argument, P. 


Deal p. 22 or rather ſubſtitutes his own words in place of it, the ſum, 


faith he, of 20 the Plain Dealer ſays, amounts to this, that tho the States 
Declatred Prelacy to be an inſupportable grievance to the Nation; yet the 


Prelatiſſs, in calling Prelatical Government Apoſtolical in their Addreſs, do 
wot arraign the Claim of Right nor yet declare that which is the QueensTittle i. 


the Crown, Unchri(tian, This, you ſee is no Argument at all, but a bare 


aſſertion, a downright begging of the Queſtion, whereas my Argument 


and expreſs words ata theſe, Plain Dealing page 22. paragraph 3; Ard for 
all bis Thuxdring and (urioxs Bluſter, our calling the Government of the 


Church by Biſhaps, tively ancient and Apoſtolical, can never. be ſuppoſed 


T0 infer eur arraigvirg the Claim of Right, or her Mijeſty's Title co the 


Crown, as V«chri{lian; unleſs this Adverſary Jay, That the Eſtates, in de 


claring Epiſcopacy to be an inſupbortable. Grie vance to the Nation, declared it, 
ipſo tacto, ro be alſo Urchriſtian +» And | hu nbly conceive, they will not 
awn that they meant any ſuch thing. This Argument | hope will appear 
ro every conſidering Man, ſolid and conciufive, except to this weak and 


pre judicat Vindicator, who, it ſeems, believes that Epiſcopacy is in it ſeif | 
TIochriſtian, or that a Declarstion bath made itluch. It had been mor? 
tot his Credit to have waved this Argument, as he has done maty |? 

others, then uſe fuch diſingenuous Juggling. . | b 
By an laduction of many particulars, ſpcifically diſtinguiſhivg the 


Presbyteriaes from th: Body of the Nation, | c'carly proved that theſe men 
v ho committed ſuch and ſuch Deeds, and their Untelenting Poſtcrity are 


the only Party in tha Kingdom, whom we charge as partakers of the 
Murder of that Royal Martyr N. CH, 1ſt. and not the whole Nation: 
ec plain Dealing pexult pag. But this Vindicater would fain thruſt himſeſſ 
into good Company, that he might ſhelter himſelf and his guilty friends - 


under the ſhadow of Loyal Suljelis: And therefore in the ſame pag. 33. 
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taith be, fbeſe deeds; which ee were Nations! deeds, "and | 
therefore be but juggles in attributing them to a certain party, Do not you 
ſee, that tis the indicator and his Aſfociats that moſt unnaturally and 
calumniouſly load their Native. Country with the borrid Marder of King 
CH. 1ft. Al ibe Deeds reckoned acceſſory were National Deeds , faith he, 
and then he ſubjoins, We will not own, and it can never be proven, that Pre- 
byterians,*far"leſs that Presbyterian Miniflers, mere acceſſory to the taking. 
-away of the 'Kings Life, - "of . ds dee 
Now, that Presbyterians, aod mere eſpecially Presbyterian Miniſters 
were heinouſly acceſſoty to this berrid Crime, I ſhall make as clear and 
evident as a Sun beam, from the publick Records of their own Kirk. He 
would not anlwer my Queſtion Plais Dealing pag. pennt who and of 
what Party they were that committed ſuch and ſuch Deeds againſt the 
Eing, and now I ſhall do it for him. la deing whereof I ſhall give a 
Z ſhort Narrative of 4heir Proceedings againſt the K. for eight years ſpace, 
from 1643 to 1650 inclufively, in which time, I think, all Men will ac- 
knowledge, that the Presbyterians were tha dominecring and prevatl- 
ing Party bath in Chiych and Srafe. et I 
= fo theycar 1643. The Parliament of England being in Arms 2painft the 
King, ſend Commiſſioners tothe Convention of Eltates and General Aſtem . N 
* bly, to deſire à near and firick Union to be entered into by the two Kingdoms, 
aud a confiderable Force of Horſe and Foot for their Afift a»uce againſt the King 
and his. Army, the Papiſts,. Prelatifls ; and. Malignants, as they call thew.. 
heit Paper with the Propofitions contatued in it, was prefented to the 
Convention Auguſt 12, and to the Aſſembly Auguſt 15 1643, And there 
tis ſaid they receive the abovementioned Deſires witb moſt ſenſille Affeli. 
ent. They ſpeedily grant their Deſire, and Euter into Solemn League 


« 


FX withrbem, and fend them Forces , with a Presbytrie of Miniſters to pray yor 
= ther Succeſs, See Act. Gen. Aſſemb. Auguſt 17 1643, 
la the Year 1644 The Preshytrie with the Army in England againlithe 

= Am, wric hom Mriddle-thorp, May 20. to the General 4fiembly met at 

= Edinburgh; Thurſday the 30 of May 1644 wherein they give an Account 

ol their Expedition, That the Kings Army was much diminiſhed is the nam” 

| ber theres {, and begs the Afſembly to help forward the work with all their might. 
Aud indeed their Reverences Were not ſlack, for Jave 3. they make an 

All forſending a ficſh Recruit. of Miniſters, to relieve theſe attending 

tha Army, and take courſe to ſtrengthen it. And whereas the Preshytrie 
in theit Letter had ſaid, The City / Mork was Blorted ap, whereina ſwarm 


— 


85 ES | 
? Mehffinate Papiſtt. x that is, ſuch . ght ageinſt the,Covenanters, fo} 
i all ſuch ware called Papiſts) The Aſſemblyteturns this encouraging An, 
1 {wer, That Sanctuary, which your Exemees, and the Enemies of your God 
. have taken, ſball not fave them. ann LD! l 
lla the Tear 1645, Whereas, by the Solemy. League Anno 1643, ſuch 
4 as would not take the Covenant, or withſtood it. were declaired to by: 
| publiet Enemies to their Religion and Country, and to be puniſhed as pro. 
feſſed Adverſaries and Malignants, The Loyal Subjects, ſecingthe Ang 
Authority contemned and his power» weakned, did in Duty take Arms | 
for his Aſſiſtance, Upon this the General Aſſembly at Edinburgh February Ft - 
7th. 1645. preſent a Petition to the Parl. exhorting tham, to put in exec... 
tion all Lawſul and poſſible ways of ſpeedy. and actiue purſuing and extirpatin | 
the Enemies of GOD and. bis Cauſe, (as they miſcal them) within the 
Kingdom, and the Aſſembly, for its own part, would proceed againſt then | 
with the Cenſures of the Kirk. Aſtet this, February 12. The 4fcmbh [© 
Emit a Solrmn warning tothe Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, Burrows, Ml. 
willers and Commons of Scotland. au to their: Armies without aud within the | 
_ Kingdom, o1daining it to be Read on a LORD's Day altar Sermon; l 
is mighty large, and in it all imaginabie Methoos are laid down. for 
- diminiſhing the King's Forces, and aeſiroying his beſt Friends :. and all | 
of high and low Degree are exborted to mind their Covenants, to pay their | ® 
: Vows, and Taxes and. Publick Burdens for Conſcience ſake, that the Even, | 
(chat is the King with his Army] who, (ay they, had drſplayed a Ba. 
ner ageinſt the LORD and againlt hi CHRIST, might be ſuppreſſed; which |® 
could not be done, without « competent number of Forces, nor they kept togetht [© 
. without Maintainance, nor Maintainance had without publick Burdens, &c. - 
Next day, Feb. 13, 1645, they draw a Nemenſtrauce to His Majeſu 
- wherein they acquaint him With the forsſaid Warning, and tbe dan 
be was in, if he did not ſtoop ta. their Lure, and giatifie their BrethiciÞ 
in England with the Abolition of Epiſcapacy, tho it was againſt his Cor/ciÞ*8 
erce and Coronation Oath. In that Paper, they moſt ſaucily and ps 
ſum̃ptuouſly tell him, his Peoples Patience is above meaſure tempted, a 
is like a Cart preſt down with Sheaves, c. then they Load him with a 
the guilt and Crimes committed in his Dominions, and require him | 
fall comm and let the Son of GOD Reign over bim and his Kingdoms, i 
pure Ordinances and Worſhip : Thatis, let him, ſubmit himſelf to Pres Wl 
try, for in their Opinion, our Bleſſed LORD Reigazth no where; bil : 


* - 


where they Command, 28 his Office-Bearers, If dus he cefuſe to coi 


then 


, but 


ö 
tha 
1 


ihn they 


— — — — — 
- 


that zealouſly aud. conflantly with their E/ttes and Lives, 


la the year 1646 June 17. The Afembly, as they had formerly Exe 


| HI 5 5 RE. 8 = 
eFreaten'bim wick the ſad conſequence? that will fol; And tel 
him plainly; -rhey are not diſident ofthe ſucceſs ' of the Cauſe and Covenant +. 
ol the three - Kingdoms, that they purſue aud promote it to the outmoſt, and . 


- 


communicated the Noble Margueſs of Montroſe his Majeſty's Lieutenant 


General and Vice Roy, ſo they ordain all' within the Kingdom of high 


or low Degree that had asfiled, or any ways complied with bim to be Cen. 
Jured, byacknowledging their Offence upon their knees, fir before the Preiby-. 


try, and then before the Congregation, ſuſpending them in the mean time from 


" the LORD's Sapper, and if they did not ſatisfie in the foreſgid mauner. to be 


Excommunicated, as they fummarly* dealt with the Earl of Seaforth, June 


13, 1646. And in another Act the ſaid day. they ordain ſuch as had 
been in/{ruments of Dublifhing dle Nella fu, Is Proclamation for indict - 
ing a Parliament, which, ſay they, Me fad to le full of Blaſobemies againſt 
* the Solemn. League and Ceveu f rbe rhrae Ning dom, tobe. puniſhed witʒßb 
' the higheſt cenſures of the Hirt, beſides their Exemplary civil puniſhment, © | 
which they Recommend to be ihflictèd by the Committee of Eſtates. 
And then, Juve 18. 1646, They write a Congratulatory Letter ro:tho _ 
* @vgliſh Parl. telling them, it was a Matter of great refreſhment to them, 


that tba Enemy, that is, the King and his Army, had fallen every wherebe- 
fore them, Uſſuring them of their conſtaney to the Solemm League, und ex- 
INE | 


horting them tg the lame ſtedſaſtneſs. 


. 
* 


Ju the hear 164. Auguſt 20. They ſend a Brotherly Exhorratioh to 
'their Brerbren in England, that thy may give a Teftimony,-as they 


** 


ſo much reſiſied and oppoſed. And beſeech them as Chriſts Ambaſſadors 


to put the two Houſes of Parliament and all that have taken tit Covenant 
in mind, hat they ſuffer not themſelves dirediy wor indiredly- to be with 


drawn from it to any linful Comply ance or making Peace, till Presbytry beſet- - | 


tled and Prelacy aboliſhed. 


cle year 1648. The Xing being delivered op into the hands of his 


. 


* 


word R, to the Truth of God and to the Kingdom of bis Sou Je ſus Chrilt, nom 


Rebellious Subjects in England, by d itedtton and conſent of the Kik; 
(Fot. all this time neither che State nor Army did any ching without their 


* 


Advice Ind Conſent) he was treated as a-Priſoner, cattied from place 
to place,” and at laſt to Carisboot Caſtie in the Iſe of YFigbt. The E- 

. ſtars of Parl: being deeply touched with this Barbarous uſage ofaheir 
Na Prince Reſol ve . and paſs an Act, June 10. 
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141856642, for that eſſect, with a Declaration to the Parl: and Kingdom: df: 
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Eiland, concetning that impottant Affair. Tbe "Committee of FE. 

ices publiſh an Act Jane 12 1648, wheleby all Subjects aro ordain- 
ed by Subſcription to acknowſoge the laid. Act and Declaration of 
Parliament, as juſt, and to obligg themſalvos ro adhere thereunto. The 


Kirk violently oppoſeth this, aad che General A ſen bly meet at Edinbargh, (* 


July 12 1648. The Committee ſends them firſt one Paper July 17. aud 
chereafter another July 24. both fo the purpoſe gnd Effect foreſaid. In I 
Anſwer whereunto the Aſſembly | omg .Dzclare, That there is no poſin 
bility of ſecuring Religion, if this. Engagement ve carried on.. That the King's 
| Conceſsions were unſat is factory; and that before be were reſtored to the Exer. 
ciſe of li Royal Power, he muſt give Aſſurance, by bis Solemn Oath under 
bis band and Great Seal, to [ettle Religion, according to the Solemn League 
within bis three Kingdoms; And than July 28, They make wn Act, and 
Declaration againſt the foteſaid AQ of Parliament andCommittee of Efates | 
nnd all Oaths and Bonds in the Common Cane, impoſed without Conſent bþ 
ol the Kirk, * 8 5 8 Rn. 
la purſuance of this, Jaly laſt, The"Aſem8#ly emits: a Declaration, con 
cerwing the preſent Dangers of Religion, and eſpecially the Sinfumeſsrof 
that Exgagement in War to relieve the I ng, as being a notorious Breach FX 
- ef the Covenant, in all the ax Articles of it, on which they inſiſt at large, 
38d charge all-chat they be noways acceſſaty to it, as"they Bould eſchen 
the wrath of GOD, and eſcape the Cenſures of the Firk, Fae „ 
Upon this Declaration. of the Gen. Aß. the Committee of Bllates of Park! 
_ © Were neceſſitate to write ſome Obſervations, wherein they prove ds: jh 
'monſtratively, that it was theic bounden Daty, Commanded by GOD ' 
to aſſiſt and deliyer their King out of Captivity ; but the Aſſembly obs 
| Ninatoly inſiſts, and (ends two Papers more. to the Committee to diſwade Þþ 
them, and-at laſt Auguſt 24. Seſſ. 25. they ſtoopto ſupplicats the Com- 


ts involve them in gailtineſs, and to withdraw them (rom. their former Prin. 


10 prevail this way, they wore ſo impudent as to draw a Supplication | 
torbe King bimſelf to this pu tpoſa, Auguſt - 12, 1648, a paper 20 theit if 
Xing, Priſoner by their means, ſo ancharitable and odious, that I think it 
may-fill the Soul of. every Good Man that Reads it, not only with 
grief-and ſortow, but hotrout and amazament. In ſhort, they cell him, 

' That in all that had befallen bim, it would be his Wiſdqys 30 had the Right” 


W. 


mit tes to forbear that undertaking, as. being à ſnare to Men's Conſcienctt | 7 


ples and Yows in the Solemn League, Cc. And:becauſe they were not like ly 


. nods bund of the LORD; writing —. Things agniuſt bim, as. for all bizproy 
' wecations. {o eſpecially far refiling bis work of the Covenant, and ſhedding. 
the Blood of bis People, for which it was high bite ce Repint, Kc. Then 
they Adjure him, as he would not draw more guiit upon him, not to'cwn or 
bade a hand in this Engagement. Next they tell him if be had keartued to . 
[IS their Counſels anent the Leggue and Couenant, he might Jera fitting in Peace 


— — _ — 
. 
* 4 
* 


* 


| 
1 in bis own Houſe. Where they maniſeſtly take guilt to themſetves; and. 
not obſcutely acknowliedgs that tha Covenant and Oath iato which they- 
ö had entered againſt the Kings conſent nd Conſcienes too, was ibs 
cauſe of his preſent trouble and diſtrefs. And then they add, if he wi - © 
% jet -hearken, he may be yet reflorcel ; but they are atraid their, Counſels nem 
N will be in vain and without ſucceſs, becauſe of the wrath of the LORD ef Holls, © 
; who brings down the Migbty from his Throne, & c. but we ſhall mourn in fecred 
| fer it, And what diſmal inſmuation is couched under this?- 
; la. the mean time their Commiſiioners at London, in Imitation of and 
1 O bedience to theic Conſlituents at Edintargh, proteſted againſt the De- 
| liverance-ot the Xing, and tho Heſloring him to the Exerciſe his Regal 
„ Power, as being a Breach of the S®/emn League in all its Articles, and ſo 
f kept him faſt in the heads of the Blrod thirſty Seftaries, ſtem whom no 
h Mercy was to be expected, as themſelves. had predicted-in their: Papers 
„ to his Majeſty. Aod fo far did the devil prevail with theſe [rreligions 
vo [| Milcreants, that thiy made the place. of his Royaltie the Seat of bis Exec 
| tian, 0 conducted him through his great Room of State to that bloody 
fa beate of Inhumanity, and murdered him on a Scaffold before the Gates 
3: ol big own Royal Palace, Bpon the 30 of Jarzary 1649.. 4 


The ſame year the Aſſembly being ra; 3t Edinburgh five Months aſtar- 
the Murdgr,of the King. on the 20 ol July, make an, Act, That the BD. 
Lagęrs in the Wa for relieving the King, mak# 


publick ſarisfaction in Sacks + 
. cath, or be Excommunicated, ordaining ſuch as ſubmitted to their Cenſu- e. 

| to ſubſcribe'a Derlaration of the unlaBſulneſs of that Engagement, of their. 
= /ſorrow-for thejr fix and guilt by their Acceſi ton ho it, promiſing ſolempyly ne ver 
own the like Courſes again. And July2711649. In the beginning of 
that AQ; which the y. call a Seafensble anf neceſſary Warning. c. They 
call the defeat of the Army, that went into gland, with debgn to bring 


- the King to a Condition of Honour, . Freedom: and Safety; 4 Mercy and 
. Deliverance, which ought to be rememb*ed with Thankſulneſs and Praiſe. 
And withal,..they regret that the Malignants are not {ufficiently broken, 
that King CH, the Second owns theit Principles and Ways, that-their - . 
VVV . »Bteihten 


e Tb he, 


40 
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Bechten in Eaglend ate Ike to prove greacherousto them, but no Res 


2er for the Hing, Murder. TY * n ee 
la the year 50, The Commiſſion of the Ges. AJ at the Meſt. Kirt 13 
Aut, 1650. piainly.own, that for 12. years before, they had been 
fighting againſt the King. Theit words are theſe,” Therefore they declare, 

| -ebat this Kirk do not ownner Eſpouſt any Malignant Party, ot Quatre] or In. 

iy. tereſt, But that they Yight ' meerly upon their former Grounds and Prinz:ples, 
ad tn Defence of the Cauſe of GOD and of the Kingdom, as they bave dene 
1 A theſe 12 years paſt. Fo DEER Sen 3233 IE Pao 

| © -Thus you have a long Train of hoſtile Proceedings againſt that now Glorious 


Martyr Ring Charles i ſt. carried on Deliberaily, Zealouſly, and Obſtinatly te the 
day of his Death, and can. theſe Men be Innacent? And ſince they committed 
'. _ theſe things in purfuance of their Solemm League, and for the Eſtabliſhment of 
Perechytrie, is it not manifeſt. that the Kings Death r ron but Genuine 
Effect of that BI ody Covenant? Since they did Contemn the Kings Authority, 
MWeakned and Defeated His Power and Force, by Fighting in Conjunction with 
” . Rebel in the xther Kingdom ag u iſt Him, delivered Him up, when they ſhouls 
have been a Gele to Him, inſiſted peremptorly on their. Unjuſt Demands, - when 
of He was in the Hands of His Cruel En:mies, Proteſted againſt | His being Reſtored | 
to His Royal Honour and Dignity until they were -Sagigfied, - tho they knew Me 
could not in Conſcience x int their Deſire ; Will any Man ſay, They were not 
ſor all that Acceſſory to. tis Impriſonment and Death? Would a Jurie of Fif- 
teen Honeſt Sworn Men bring them in not Gwilty ? Have I not Enumerated | 
in the forgoing Narrative the trincipai Ways whereby Men may be 2 of 
boy other Mens Sins, and by which the Presbyterian; were Partakers of the Guilt of 
 - thoſe that actally imbrewed their Hands in His Innocent Blood, ſuch as _ Counſel, 
'. _ Conſent, Aſſiſtance, Approbation, Encoir agement, InſtFation,not Re ſiſt ing guot Puniſh- . i 
"ing, nor Reproving, nor Feb ding {22h Outrages and Hiolences againſt the Father of 15 
their Cyuntrey; but inſulting over Him, even when in the Depth of its Alli 
” _-which1 have made Evident from their ewn, Records: And now, if thele Mer i 
* were not Parta bert, of the Murder of that bt Excellent King ;, I am bold to lay, 
| with the Greateſt Reaſon imaginable, There was never one Acceſſory to another 
Mars Crime, ſnce the time Man lived upon the Face of the Earth, IE 
iſ Plain Dealing Page Ult. 1 pübved, it was conſiſtent with-Her Majeſties Gracious | 
Promiſes to the Presbyterians, to grant a Toleration to U. as it was with the 
Royal Promiſes of King Ch. 2d. and King James 7th. made to 'the Prelatiſta, to 
praat Jidulgence and Teloration to the Presbyteriant, Which no Man e ver judged 
4 Breach of their Royal Word. And therefore the Prestyterians, by oppoſing the 
' grant of a Favour fo Juſt and Reaſonable, did plainly prefer the graritying their I 
own Humour to the Satisfaction and Pleaſure of the Queen. The indicator, p 
34. Plalnly enough acknowledges he has been a little homely in his Letter * ow 
EE kg : 1 8 . FAS Ne” ' ; P It! 
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t perſorm, let him reſerve t on! ſor his Deer Friends: Tho his "x 
of, July laſt, before the, Hononr able Eſtates of Parliament, charged Wir Capi 


Crimes, yet che old Diſtemper of his Skull may e ſomeMerciful allowance to his 
Impotent and Spleeniſn Malice; but this Vindlgator, och pretend the as Jer 


4 FE: 2 25 


N in his Rigbt Wits, is left heut Excole. e 

{|  - Sir,.1 now make an end of this Letter,, for Tam ü 128. with the Cdn" 
+ tentious Wrangling of this indicator, and l not any me hderpo othe Drud. 
1. ery of Anſwering his Pitiful Exceptions, 1 Eon En moũts; cotf d he 
N. have brought any *hing Material againſt my Paper, certainly, by Saby | 
ae had been out etre now... A Man that is once Reſolved to ſhut his — pf the © 
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